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The first Olympic games
took place in 77bBC The
games were held every 4
years, to honour Zeus.
Sports in the ancient

olympic games included
wrestling, chariot racing
and javelin throwing.

The winner was crowned
with a wreath made from
olive branches.
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The author and poet,
Homer, is thought to have
written his famous epic
poems - 'The Iliad’ and
'Odyssey’, around 750BC,

though modern day scholars SN
argue over when he actually |
lived. The poems tell the

stories of The Trojan Wars

and the journey of the Greek

hero, Odysseus.
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The Greek
alphabet is
created and

spreads around
the Greek

speaking parts of
the world




[image: image5.png]In 508BC 'democracy’
began in Athens. We still
use this term today
meaning ruled by the

people’. Male citizens were
given the chance to vote
in order to decide how the
city-state should be run.
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500BC was the start of the
'Classical Period’ in Greece.
At this time there was a lot
of interest in arts,
imagination and buildings,
especially in the city-state of
Athens.
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[image: image7.png]In 490 and 480BC
the Greeks defeated
Persian invaders at
the battles of

Marathon (490BC)

and Salamis
(480BC).
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In 472BC theatre first
became popular in Athens.
Greeks liked to visit the
theatre to see magicians,
jugglers and plays. The

actors often wore masks to
show the audience if they
were happy or sad. The
ancient Greeks also
introduced comedy and
tragedy to the theatre.




[image: image9.png]In 432BC the Parthenon, in Athens, was finished.
This huge temple was built to house a statue of the

Goddess Athena. She was put there to look over and
protect the city ¢ _ .

and its people. = ¥
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The Peloponnesian War was
fought by Athens, and its
empire, against Sparta.
Towards the end of the war
the Spartans, supported by the

Persians, managed to destroy q«@
Athens' navy. Athens 3

age.
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Alexander the Great was the
son of the Macedonian King,
Philip II. He was tutored by
the famous philosopher,

Aristotle. Alexander became

a great general who united
the city-states of Greece. He
led campaigns to conquer
Egypt, Persia and much of
the known world.




[image: image12.png]Following the death of

Alexander the Great,

Greece's city-states began )
fighting each other.

Macedonia ruled the Greek I"

states until 197BC when it
was conquered by the
Romans. The rest of
Greece became part of the
Roman Empire by 146BC.





