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[image: image2.png]What s the Water Cycle?

The water cycle
describes the
movement of water
on, in and above
the Earth. Water is
always changing
state and moving
from one place to
another.
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[image: image3.png]What s the Water Cycle?

The water cycle is
made up of 4 main
parts:

® evaporation

(and

transpiration)
® condensation
® precipitation

o collection
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[image: image4.png]Evaporation
Evaporation F

happens when the
sun heats up water
in rivers, streams,
oceans or lakes and
turns it into vapour
or steam. The
water vapour rises
into the air.
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Transpiration is the
process where plants take
water in through their
roots and release it into
the air through their
leaves. Transpiration
adds to the water vapour
released by evaporation.
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[image: image6.png]Condensation

When water vapour
cools down it turns
back into a liquid.

This is called
condensation.

The tiny water droplets
collect together and
form clouds.
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[image: image7.png]Precipitation

Precipitation occurs
when too much water
has condensed and the
air can no longer hold
the water droplets.
The water falls to the
earth as rain, snow,
sleet or hail stones.
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When the water falls back to
earth as precipitation it may
land in the ocean, rivers,
streams or lakes or it may
end up on land. It may soak
into the earth and be used
by plants and animals or it
may run off into lakes, rivers
and streams. /
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[image: image9.png]Clouds are formed when water i PN
vapour condenses into tiny =§~: =
water droplets. The bigger the =
droplets the darker the cloud.

Mountaln
Because of their height the air
around the tops of mountains is
usually very cold. This causes
condensation and precipitation.




[image: image10.png]Dratnage
Drainage is the process by
which surface water soaks into
the earth or runs off into
streams, rivers and the ocean.

Water Vapour
Water vapour is water in its
gaseous state. It is produced
by evaporation.
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Solar radiation is the heat
energy from the sun which
causes water to evaporate into
water vapour.
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Evapotranspiration
Evapotranspiration is the

combined processes of
evaporation and transpiration.
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