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here are lots of
Christmas to fill with
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% \stockings for Father
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dIn Denmark children get
one small present on each
dof the four Sundays of
JAdvent.

After Christmas dinner
dfamilies eat Rice ala Mande.
7 /Rice ala Mande is served in
a big bowl in the middle of
d1he table. You have to find -
the whole almond hidden in N
HIT The person who finds

@ ‘rhe almond wins a pr‘esen‘r
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p-dNearly every home in

@Fr‘anﬁe has a Nativity or
@ creche.

W 4gMany people attend
@ midnight mass and

-dlafterwards have a big

7 feast called le reveillion.  §

@ French children receive
W fgifts from Pere Noel.
Adults usually exchange

dgifts on New Year's Day.

%Wﬁw
(I IEEIEIED

w@@@@@@@@t

.
b
3
f
L




[image: image5.png]o dChristmas begins on
December 13th in Sweden,
on St. Lucia's day.

74 The eldest daughter in
each family dresses in a

b dwhite dress with a red
sash and wears a wreath
with seven candles on her
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On Christmas Eve tomte
pdlthe Christmas gnome
7 jleaves gifts for everyone
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In Germany the Chr‘ls‘rma
celebrations centre - 7
around the Christmas “‘, v’

Each year they have /g- .
markets which sell all ‘ -
kinds of decorations, MQ«GZ{W/K;; o <
gmger'br'ead and small
ifts. P
Advent calendars and &
@ wreaths are popular‘
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y decorates

Celebrations begin on Christmas
g of an 'oplatek’ a white
wafer, and wishing each other a

{Eve. The whole famil
# 1the Christmas tree and then sits
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down for a special meal.
724 The meal is started with the
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[image: image8.png]41n Holland Sinterklaas,
/"dalong with his helpers
named Zwarte Piet,
dbrings presents on

l—-l@ Y U@’m@ﬂ

niDecember 5th.

Children put their shoes
dby the fire before they
2190 To bed and
4Sinterklaas places little
glf‘rs such as chocolate
and coins in them.
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In Italy families make a
Presepio which is a
representation of the
nativity scene.
A female version of
Santa called La Befana
p-_dflics on a broom and
delivers stockings full of

pr‘esen‘rs to children on

HJ anuary 6th.





[image: image10.png]The main Christmas
celebration in Mexico is called
las posadas. People travel
from house to house asking

for shelter until they finally
reach the house where a
Nativity scene has been set
up. Here they are admitted
and the party begins. Food
and drink are served and then
children take turns trying to





[image: image11.png]@iln Spain Christmas Eve is known as
HNochebuena or "the Good Night." It
@ is a time for family members to
Hga‘rher‘ together around the Nativity o
@iscenes that are present in nearly
@ every home.

HChiIdr‘en receive gifts on the feast of
@i‘rhe Ephiphany. Children leave their
@ shoes on the windowsills and fill them
L gwith straw, carrots, and barley for
@ the horses of the Wise Men.
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In Russia Babushka is believed

to bring gifts to children.

Most Christian Russians belong
to the Eastern Orthodox
Church, and it is customary to
fast un‘rll after the first

church service on Christmas

Eve. Christmas Eve dinner is
meatless but festive. The most 7

important ingredient is a
%ﬂspecml porridge called kutya.
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In the United States
74 Santa brings presents
{Lots of houses are
i \decorated with bright
eaten on Christmas Day.

lights and other
oniChristmas Decorations.

% 1A big family meal is





[image: image14.png]At the Church of the Nativity,
where Jesus is said to have been B
born, flags fly every Christmas.

On Christmas Eve a procession
of people slowly enters the doors
and an effigy of Jesus is placed
inside the church.

Christian homes are marked with
across. A pole with a star on
top is placed in the town square.
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4 Finland

}4 Christmas trees are decorated on
@ichr‘is‘rmas Eve in Finland. Apples

and other fruits, candies, paper
@ flags, cotton and tinsel are used as
decorations
@ At midday, the 'peace of Christmas’
is broadcast on radio and TV. In the
¢
»4evenin9, a traditional Christmas
@ dinner is eaten. The meal will Mo
Minclude 'casseroles' containing ‘4
@ macaroni, rutabaga, carrot and @
@,¢OTOTOI with cooked ham or turkey. @
2 2 2 :
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[image: image17.png]1Christians in China celebrate
by lighting their houses with
{beautiful paper lanterns and
Vdecorating their Christmas
trees, which they call "Trees
iof Light," with paper chains,
Ipaper flowers, and paper
lanterns. Chinese Children hang
istockings and await a visit
{from Santa Claus, whom they

| call Dun Che Lao Ren which &
 imeans "Christmas Old Man". {
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[image: image18.png]Christmas time. Sometimes
¢ 1they also decorate their

& jsome parts of India, small clay
2% 10il-burning lamps are used as

& are placed on the edges of flat
% 1roofs and on the tops of walls.

#@ \Christians in India decorate
4 mango or banana trees at

houses with mango leaves. In
’ |Christmas decorations; they

. Churches are decorated with
@ ipoinsettias and lit with candles
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instead of a formal indoor
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Santa wears shorts and a

People make each other
® |Christmas leis or garlands to
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[image: image20.png]= {throughout the continent by
# 1 Christian communities large

: Icarols are sung from the Congo 7/
#¢ 1on down to South Africa.
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dChristmas is celebrated

- and small. On Christmas day
/
Meats are roasted, gifts are /
&7 jexchanged and family visits

¢ 1made. \
>4 The most important part of \
N dChristmas is going to Church _ \
& early on Christmas morning.
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% People in Latvia believe that Ziemassvetku
@ Vvecitis - Christmas old man, brings

WU d presents on each of the 12 days of
% Christmas starting on Christmas Eve.

- Usually the presents are put under the
family Christmas tree.

A The first documented use of a evergreen
Wi tree at Christmas and New Year

@ Vcelebrations is in town square of Riga, the
s capital of Latvia, in the year 1510. The

% \special Latvian Christmas Day meal is
b cooked brown peas with bacon (pork)
7/ sauce, small ples cabbage and sausage




[image: image22.png]p-_d Day. Kucios is also the name of the big [§
% Christmas Eve meal which families

¥ have together during the evening of
%) Christmas Eve. Before the meal can
% be eaten, lots of preparations have to
V' 4take place. The house is cleaned, and

% everyone washes and puts on clean
p-_d clothes ready for the meal. During
% Christmas Eve, working men would put

¥ away their tools and clean the cattle
% pens and farmyard, etc.
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New Zezaland

% In New Zealand Christmas comes in the middle of the
% summer holidays. Many New Zealanders have a barbecue for
b Christmas lunch. The food cooked on the barbecue is often  h
ham slices or some other kind of exotic meat. Shrimps and
£

~d other fish are also barbecued.
% Some people have an English
4 type Christmas meal. They open
their presents on Christmas day
once the whole family is all g
dcgether. This is usually before





