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[image: image2.png]AThe people we now call Native
flAmericans have lived in the
E€HUnited States and Canada for

% thousands of years. They

#8]probably travelled to America
looking for new hunting grounds.

CH They arrived in North America
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A Most had straight, dark hair
3 ond dark eyes. However,
=] there were many tribes and
not all of the them looked the
B8 same.
4 They liked to braid their hair

@,

S

@,

S

@,

S

@,

il and decorate it with fur or

5 feathers. Some Native

M Americans shaved their heads,

g leaving only a tuft of hair in

A the middle. Most men did not |
fl have beards.
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A Plains Indians wore long dresses, 2
& leggings, shirts, loin cloths and &:
8] belts made of leather. For % ¥eu Cé"-
special occasions they painted :
g patterns on their clothes and
decorated them with porcupine

Al quills, beads and tufts of

=8 horsehair.

M Men and women wore jewellery
made from shells, quills, beads

¥4 and the teeth and claws of
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% Some of the first towns in North
3l ~\merica were built by Native
2] Americans about 3000 years
ago.
ad They had large, flat mounds in
A the middle with houses and
@l fields in the surrounding areas.
H The biggest settlement was a |
M city called Cahokia. It had over %
100 earth mounds.




[image: image6.png]&H The Inuit made houses of ice or
stones, earth and whale ribs.
B Woodland tribes lived in houses
% made of tree bark.
fl Plains Indians lived in tents called

EH tepees.
Their houses would be dark with
g only a fire to produce heat and
<A light.
| Some houses were decorated with -~
& H pictures and patterns. Most
families had very little furniture.
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A Tribes came in different sizes,
2l from small groups of 10 or 20
=8l people up to thousands. The
Sioux tribe had thousands of
B8 members living in groups of up i)
A to 300 people. ‘
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fl Tribes had chiefs who were
2H chosen for their bravery or

3 wisdom. They also had
78 councils of wise men who met
* to make important decisions.
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Did they all speak the same language? ¢

= About a thousand different

o languages were used, but the oo -
& tribes could communicate with \f;//p
each other using hand signals.

@: They used a kind of picture

¢ 5| Writing to record battles or

hunting expeditions.

H They used smoke signals to send
A warnings over long distances and
= also sent messages by flashing

& 5 shiny pieces of metal in the

sunlight.
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P Native Americans walked
&g almost everywhere. They only
3 had horses after people
ff brought them over to North
E&H America from Europe

carrled or dragged along the

8 ground.
&H They did not make ships but
A they did have canoes. They
CH ade them out of wood and




[image: image10.png]alled bison). They tracked the
buffalo wearing wolf disquises.
d They would kill them using
pears or bows and arrows.

7 They also caught and ate fish
and grew crops including corn,




[image: image11.png]edWhat did they do for fun? s
A They enjoyed playing sports, A
@: singing, dancing and telling
EHstories. They also gambled -
lplacing bets on horse races,
(@Hteam games and even spear
2 Athrowing competitions.
Ef‘;/‘ They made their own musical
@"- instruments including drums,
W rattles and flutes.
58 They loved to dance and many |
éé,: ceremonies included dancing.
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| everything in the world had a

H soul or spirit. They treated all
% things with great respect.

il They did not believe in God

& H but did worship different spirits
including the Thunderbird.
3 They held religious ceremonies
= to give thanks to spirits and to &
Pl ok for rain and good crops.
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2Dild they have an army?E:
* They didn't have an army but each N\, , 4
il tribe had warriors, known as o'
ge braves. Their job was to fight and
A protect their villages.
§ Many braves fought to stop the
European settlers who began to
take their land.
2 They fought with bows, spears,
A knives, clubs and tomahawks.
They used guns after people
=] brought them over from Europe.
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=8] About 1OO years ago many tribes were
rounded up and taken to reservations.
G Some of the reservations were on good
A land with hunting grounds and forests.
g Others were on poor land that White
5 Americans didn’t want.
Native Americans still live on
4 reservations, but many also live in towns
A and cities. They lead modern lives but
attend Powwows each summer, to keep
28] alive the old ways and customs.
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[image: image15.png]Cone shaped house made with
poles covered with animal

one shaped house made with
poles covered with tree bark.




[image: image16.png]Meeting held every summer by
members of large tribes.
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Native Americans were given names according to their g
looks or events in their lives - Long Ears, Pale Eyes,
Kills Two Eagles, Runs from Bears.




[image: image17.png]Some Plains Indians greeted people with the
words 'Hau Kola' which means hello friend.
Europeans shortened this to Hau or How.

ggdgddadddsddadaddadadsddddaddddsdsddddd

Cookking Stew

Before settlers brought metal pots to America, the
Sioux tribe cooked their stews in buffalo stomachs,




[image: image18.png]Tall wooden poles with carvings of
animals and birds. They usually
tell a story.

They coiled thin rolls of clay
then smoothed them out to
make pots.




[image: image19.png]crime the whole tribe would ignore ¢
them.
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Early visitors to North America came across people
who painted their clothes and bodies with bright red
dye so they called them Redskins.




[image: image20.png]In 1850 over 60 million buffalo roamed
the United States. 40 years later, because of
hunting by White Americans, only 550 were left.

@g the land ever lv ack

Some of it. The Sioux are still asking the US government to
give them back an area called the Black Hills in South Dakota.
The government offered them money but the Sioux believe the
land is sacred and not for sale.





