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[image: image2.png]The Second Wor‘ld War Ias‘red
from 1939 to 1945. It involved
countries from all over the
world. Like most wars, it was

fought over land. Most of the
fighting took place in Europe
and Asia. There were also
battles in North Africa and at
sea in the Atlantic and Pacific

Oceans.





[image: image3.png]How did the war enc?

The war in Europe ended on May 8th 1945, when
Germany surrendered to
the Allies. The war in Asia

ended on August 15th

1945. The Japanese

CEay
= surrendered only after





[image: image4.png]Adolf Hitler (1889 - 1945) was born in
Austria. In 1919 he joined the German ¢
Worker's Party. He was soonin

charge and renamed it the National

\ Socialist German Worker's Party

(Nazis for short). Hitler became the
leader of Germany in 1933, soon after
Hitler and the Nazis swept Germany to
war. On April 29th 1945 the Russians
captured Berlin. Hitler killed himself &
the next day.
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Winston Churchill (1874 -
1965) was born at Blenheim
Palace. He became an MP in
1900. He replaced Neville
Chamberlain as Prime

Minister in 1940. Many people
saw Churchill as the voice of
Britain during the war
because of the speeches he
made to keep people going,
especially during the Blitz.
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The government was sure
Germany would attack
Britain as soon as war was §
declared. It made plans to
evacuate mothers and

pre-school children, school |
sachildren and their teachers
«and disabled people from





[image: image8.png]one case and a packed lunch.
They were labelled and led to
the railway station.

Children of ten had to face long

journeys by train. When they

arrived, they had to wait and





[image: image9.png]leferenf evacuees had
different experiences. Some
were lucky and went to friendly
host families in the countryside.

2N They had a lovely time and

didn't want to go home. Others
sghad a miserable time and were
even treated very cruelly. Most
*q children, however, had
experiences somewhere
between the two.





[image: image10.png]What people ate dur‘mg
the war varied, but most
European countries
introduced some form of
rationing. So people ate
less, but often more X
healthily, than before the

war. In some parts of

Europe people began to
starve.
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Before the war Britain bought r
lots of its food from overseas.

The war disrupted shipping and

food supplies dried up. The

government introduced
rationing, mainly because
people wanted it. It was
fairer than 'first come, first





