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- What s Af[?&ea?

’ Africa is a continent

? found south of Europe.
’ It is bordered by the
’ Atlantic Ocean on the

west and the Indian

? Ocean in the east. It
’ has a population of
’ around a billion
’ people, and is the

! second largest

j continent in the world.
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The continent of Africa covers 31 [z

million square kilometres or 12
million square miles. Africa
could hold all the land occupied
by China, India, Europe,
Argentma New Zealand and the
United States, and still have
room to spareI
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[image: image4.png]| 53 countries make up the
continent of Africa. You have \
probablg heard of some of them,|
= including Egypt, Nigeria, Kenya, 70/
= Ethiopia and Madagascar.
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' Languages ﬂm
%ﬁ’ The people of Africa \‘ X ‘y

@;;9 speak over 1000
different languages
%y and dialects. Only 10
Q;g? of those languages are
%y spoken by groups of
one million people or A
%y i more. Most African
=4 languages are spoken
%y by groups of fewer
{ than 100,000 people.
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Afrtca were taken over bg
% Europeans in the past.
%y The land has been given
Q‘;? back to the African ‘
! people, but, in many parts jis
%" of Africa, the official s
7 language is still English or [
@;? French. Arabic, Spanish
1 and Afrikaans are also
’ WLdelg used.
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@é; ranges from deserts in

v

rainforests in central

¢ subarctic climate at the 4

- Whiat fs the \W
the north, to savannah

ﬁ?} ! and southern areas.

ﬁ?} top of its highest

%The climate in Africa
{ plains and tropical
%Afrtca also has a
% mountains.
/
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2% Africa is home to the 7
%;world’s largest variety of "
7 wild animals. On the
¢ savannah plains you
£ might find lions, hyenas,
%; cheetahs, elephants,
1 camels, giraffes, buffalo
5 and deer. In the
%ramforest areas snakes,
o) .
%apes, monkeys, all kinds _ el ¢ BTN
of birds and crocodiles SASEESSEEEREE=
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2 Africa has a huge
@;ﬁ,vartetg of different
‘plants, due to the many
%"dtﬁerent climates and
Q;;JSOLl found on the
continent.
! However, deforestation
%" in Africa is at twice the
saworld rate. People mag
%y have wiped out over
130% of Africa’s forests
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A large number of
different religions

%?*
Q;;";are followed in

%"Afrtca but around
Q;;J 45% of Africans
are Muslim and
' 40% are Christian.
%"Less than 15%
observe traditional

%y African religions.
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- Affrican Muslie:
- Traditional African music <& X W
%ls usually rhythmic, with ‘
# singing and bold drum

W beats. Songs were

g written to celebrate work,
&% marriage and hunting, or

to ward off evil spirits

o and to respect ancestors,
si% good spirits and the dead.

%y Many songs are
! accompanied by dancing.
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<14 Because of the wide range
%} of people and cultures,
#1 there are many different
W styles of art produced by
=% Africans. Most forms
concentrate on the human ~ — =
" figure and they tend to be ¥
W abstract rather than lifelike.
4% African artists often create
%y sculptures rather than
+&’ paintings and drawings.
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rican nations have

2% soccer teams and the sport )
#is very popular. N
S The 2010 World Cup
g tournament was held in .
%y South Africa — the first ~

! African country to host it.
%‘: Cricket is also played in a \ X
%}' number of countries and ¥
%y Rugby is popular in South /
&' Africa and Namibia.
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