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[image: image2.png]King Alfred was a famous
Saxon king. He defended
England against the Viking
invaders.

Alfred was very clever and
encouraged people to learn
about the world in which
they lived.

He also improved England's
legal system and army.




[image: image3.png]Wlurc was A bcrn?
Alfred was the youngest >

son of King Ethelwulf of
Wessex.

Wessex was an area
covering most of Southern nmgm.
England.

Essex ‘

Lowdon

o “Caiger
i
Se‘? »ﬁmm enf‘I

He was born at the Royal |
Palace in Wantage, North oféyu o o
Berkshire in AD 849. ]




[image: image4.png]When he was a boy, his
mother offered a book
with beautiful pictures to
the first of her sons who
could learn to read it.

Although Alfred was the
youngest, he won the
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Alfred’s brothers all became
Kings of Wessex one after the
other.

In AD 871, Alfred became
King too.

The Vikings invaded England
shortly before he came to the
throne.

Alfred spent many years
fighting the Vikings, in many
bloody battles.




[image: image6.png]At one point it looked like he
might loose his country.

King Alfred always said that the
"pen is mightier than the sword".
So, when he finally defeated the

Vikings in battle, he signed a
peace treaty with them.

They divided England in two.
Alfred was able to keep the
southern portion. He was then
called 'King of the English'.
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Alfred set up lots of

forts or 'burhs’ in

England, to help stop

the Vikings from

invading again.

These burhs were later
known as boroughs.

The Welsh Kings asked \\_
Alfred to protect them

too and he signed more
peace treaties.




[image: image8.png]King Alfred was a very
wise and religious ruler.
He died on the 26th
October at Winchester

around the year AD 900.

There are famous statues
of King Alfred at
Winchester and Wantage.




[image: image9.png]w@ A

Asser, a Welsh monk, was HE

. . OWIND MES vENERABILY prie st ogues
asked by Alfred to join his AN m‘f’hhﬁzz
court. V- RECTORL. @lFRED . Agloawya. 5420

In 893 Asser wrote a biography NV RESL ASS88. O § ékyo

RV pet Ulriaws . atlle mopa s

of Alfred, called the "Life of 4voT. ORI vrtseR
King Alfred”. The manuscript i\
survived to modern times. The /|| NYO DOMINCE

WHCARN Ao 5. pece-xlix.nanul’

biography provides far more eft el angul Fuxonim e wualla

information about Alfred than is rega q“*d;::;“;mmns*m‘l:;r‘xg«
quenowmna cferequepagaTabTer
known about any other early rormmaberroclua bl babundan

affime naférrcmufgendlogzahf walyfee

[ ———




[image: image10.png]The Anglo- Saxon Chrorucle isa
collection of manuscripts that tell
the history of the Anglo-Saxons.
The original manuscript of the
Chronicle was created late in the

Gth century, probably in Wessex,
during King Alfred’s reign. Copies
of the original Chronicle were
distributed to monasteries across
England, and were updated by




[image: image11.png]A popular story about King Alfred
tells us that, whilst hiding from
the Vikings, Alfred was given
shelter by a peasant woman.

She did not know who he was
and left him to watch some cakes
she had cooking on the fire.
Alfred was busy thinking about
the problems of his kingdom and
he accidentally let the cakes burn!





