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| Australia is a country
in the Southern
Hemisphere. It
includes the mainland .
| of the Australian

1 continent, the island

&y of Tasmania and
3| many other smaller
*|islands in the Indian Y

and Pacific Oceans.

TASMANI"

Shis. Whis Whis i s
g Wk B B B

i

25
24
2
g
23
24
24
2
g
23

v W wa
i ol

ey
wa.

yyy



 [image: image3.png]| A continent is defined |
as ‘a large, continuous “
area of land on Earth’. i

| For that reason,

| Australia is considered

to be a continent. It is =

lalso classified as a

| continent because it

| sits on its own tectonic
plate. It is part of a

|region called Oceana.
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 [image: image4.png]How Blg s Australla?)

| Australia is the

| smallest continent, but
the sixth largest
country in the world.

It is home to about 25
million people, and

y| covers an area of

I nearly 8 million square
kRilometres, or 3 millior.
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 [image: image5.png]Histery of Australia|:

| Aboriginal people arrived in

| Australia about 50,000 years
ago. Dutch explorers first
arrived in 1606, followed by
|the British in 1788. In 1851 _
1gold was discovered in

& Australia, this brought

oyl thousands of new immigrants.
| In 1901 the Australian
colonies joined to form a
British commonwealth.
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The Caplital Clty|:
M Canberra is the capttal ‘

| city of Australia. The
+]area was selected as

the location for the
7| nation’s capital in

211908, as a

| compromise between
3 the two rivals, Sydney
4] and Melbourne,
] Australia’s largest
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A Planned City
Canberra is an entirely :
| planned city, an international
| contest was held to design it
The contest was won by
| Chicago architects, Walter
|Burley Griffin and Marion
| Mahony Griffin.
| Construction began in 1913.
| The plan included geometric
| motifs including circles,
hexagons and trtangles.
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 [image: image8.png]Just under three quarters of
J Australia has a desert
] climate. Northern Australia

L |has a monsoon climate, with &

cgclones and monsoon rains

| The southwest corner of the
M country has a Mediterranean
4] climate and the southeast,
1] including Tasmania, has a
temperate climate.




 [image: image9.png]| Australia is the flattest

d continent. Desert and scrub,
Jknown as the outback, takes
Jup the largest part of the
island. Tropical rainforests
can be found on the Cape

=% York Peninsula and large areas®&
| of grassland are found in New
£y South Wales. Woodland and
| desert are also found on this

| huge island continent.
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 [image: image10.png]The Great Barrter Reef is the
Jworld’s largest coral reef. It is
1| found a short distance off the §
“Inorth-east coast and stretches
2 for over 2,000 kilometres

1(1,240 miles). It is hometo a
M wide variety of life and was
3] selected as a World Heritage &
1ISite in 1981, It is considered
U] to be one of the seven natural
| wonders of the world. '




 [image: image11.png]¥ Uluru, also known as Ayers Rock, is a large

| sandstone rock formation, found in central Australia.
3 Uluru is sacred to the Abortgmal people of the area.
3] It has many springs, B |

i |waterholes, rock

caves and ancient

I paintings. It is

¥ listed as a World
| Heritage Site.
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he Sydney Opera House is A=
ne of Australia’s most well
It was
pened by Queen Elizabeth
I on October 20th, 1Q73
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Sperformances throughout
Jthe year. Over 200,000
Jtours of the Opera House
are glven each gear
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 [image: image13.png]#MAustralia is home to many
fanimals and plants that
Alcannot be found anywhere

“lkoala bears, kangaroos,

Hleucalyptus trees, the
Iplatypus, emus and the

Mkookaburra.




 [image: image14.png]| Lang
|Australia has no official
jlanguage, but English is
thlspoken by most of the
population. Other
languages include Italian,
Greek and Cantonese.
About 70 original

= MAustralian languages have
Sylsurvived; most are only
Jspoken by older aboriginal
‘people
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 [image: image15.png]‘reltg ion but, in the
312006 census, 61% of §
i\ JAustralians listed

1 [themselves as ,
“[Christian. 22% said {i§
Plthey had no religion. §
{Fewer than 7% said
Mthey were Buddhist,
LIMuslim, Hindu or




 [image: image16.png]Hoften a theme in Australian
Mart. Traditional aboriginal
Jart is also popular. It

‘anludes sculpture, wood

i ‘pamtmg, bark painting and
{weaving. Dreaming’s or

Mstories are often told in the

Alart produced by indigenous




 [image: image17.png]Hteams in crtcket, field hockeg
ay|netball, rugby league and
AJrugby union. Australia has

L |won the second highest
“Inumber of medals for
Hswimming in Olympic history.
{Other popular sports include
MAustralian Rules football,
slhorse racing, squash, surﬁng,





