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[image: image2.png]The Aztecs reached the
Valley of Mexico around
1300. They worked very
hard and became very

rich and powerful. They
conquered other people

in the region and took

over their land. This was]j
the beginning of the

Aztec empire.





[image: image3.png]What was Tenochmlan?

The Aztec god Huitzilopochtli
told them to look for a sign -
an eagle grasping a snake
perched on a prickly-pear

cactus. The Aztecs found the

spot described by the godona:
swampy island in Lake

Texcoco. They built a village

of reed huts that they called
Tenochtitlan - "the place of

the prickly-pear cactus."





[image: image4.png]H The city was built in the

B middle of Lake Texcoco

Hand was joined to the
 mainland by three great
fstone causeways. There £,
Hwere parks, zoos, towering §
pyramids and palaces.





[image: image5.png]Most Aztecs were
dfarmers. People were
Hgiven land to farm once
Hthey got married. There

Hwere no sheep, cows or
Hhorses in Aztec times.

i Turkeys, rabbits and ducks
Hwere bred for food. The

H main crops were corn,
Hbeans, squash and peppers.





[image: image6.png]Inside an Aztec house

Most people lived in low,
flat roofed houses built of
mud bricks. J

Poor families often had i?

only one main room, once
they became wealthier LR
they added more rooms.
Houses were built around a

central courtyard where

the children could play.





[image: image7.png]Everyone woke early, as
#soon as it was light. Priests
Hwould beat drums and blow
Htrumpets to celebrate the

Hrising of the sun. The men
Hof the house would have a
flsteam bath before they
Hwent to the fields. All

H Aztecs regardless of
Hsociety had steam baths in

their houses.




[image: image8.png]l Women and girls dressed in
H loose, sleeveless blouses
fHand skirts. Men and boys

wore loincloths, with cloaks
knotted on one shoulder.
Ordinary people were
allowed to wear only plain
gar‘men‘rs. Nobles wore

richly embroidered cotton.




[image: image9.png]. in their free time?|
After work, people liked playing N
Hor watching games. Only nobles

Hwere allowed to play tlachtli,a = %%

Hkind of basketball. Players

H1ried to hit a rubber ball

through a stone ring set high on

Ha wall. It was a rough game and 3

players were often injured, and

even killed.





[image: image10.png]Aztec children worked

hard from an early age.
Children worked to help
their parents almost as

soon as they could walk.
Boys often worked with
their fathers. They helped
with the crops and learned
how to fish and catch
water birds. Girls helped
their mothers at home.





[image: image11.png]HPeople didn't eat when they
Hgot up. They had breakfast pem
Hat about 10 o'clock. This B
#was usually corn porridge,

f flavoured with honey or &
Hpepper. They main meal Wasjf& .7

Hat midday. They ate lots of 27}/
fvegetables with freshly 3
H made tortillas, washed down | 1

Hwith water. They only had "‘4 BT
Hmeat on special occasions.




[image: image12.png]H All Aztec boys had to go to
Hschool once they were about &
810 years old. The sons of
Hrich people went fo a

H calmecac which was a

# boarding school run by

i priests.

l They learned how to read
Hand write. They also learned
H history, medicine and
Hastrology.





[image: image13.png]"L GLF G LT GLF G0 Al ] U] AUl

AZtec wr'rhng

The Aztecs did not have an
Halphabet as we do. Instead
they wrote in pictures or

glyphs. Glyphs were drawn

§a person needed much

paper or deerskin folded like
an accordion.





[image: image14.png]The Spaniards, who explored

i Mexico in the early 16th

i century, were amazed by the
Hwealth of the Aztecs. They
Hdecided to attack them. In the

Hend the Aztecs were defeated.
H Their emperor, Montezuma, was
Hkilled and Tenochtitlan was
demolished. Many Aztecs died
Hin the fighting and later of

i hunger and disease.





