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People have always looked for
ways of carrying small items with
them whenever they travel.
Because pockets were not
commonly found in clothing,

people carried their money, combs g
and other items in pouches or
small bags, usually attached to a
belt or hung around the neck.
Today there are many styles of
different bags, often used for
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For something to be a goodg
bag there are certain
characteristics they need to
have. Look at some
examples of different styles
of bags. What do they all

have in common?
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A bag wouldn't be very
good if it kept opening
and all of your things fell
out! Bags must have
fastenings which stay

closed until you decide to
open them. They cannot
be too strong though or
you wouldn't be able to
take your things out or
put any more inl




[image: image6.png]Many bags are fastened
using zips. Zips are easily
attached to fabrics, are
flexible, so they can zip
around corners, and they
stay securely closed.
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Buttons have been used as
fasteners on many fabric
items for hundreds of years.
You can get buttons in all
sorts of colours and designs.
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Press studs are commonly
used fasteners for wallets,
purses and bags. They are
made of two parts which
snap together when

pressed. They are secure
and small. They can be
difficult to attach but you
can buy press stud tape
which makes using them
much easier!
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fastening is made of two strtps \ 7
of material. One strip is fluffy &

and made up of tiny loops of
material. The other strip is

covered in tiny plastic hooks
which attach to the loops on
the other strip. Velcro fasteners
are strong, easy to attach and
easy to open. They also come
in dlﬁerent colours.
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Toggles are a different kind of ;

button fastener. Instead of

putting the button through a hole

in the fabric a toggle attaches by
passing through a loop attached to
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Drawstring fasteners
are probably the oldest
type of fastener used to
close bags. A string
passes through a band

around the top of the
bag. When it is pulled
the bag closes. The
ends can be tied to keep
it closed.
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Bags can be made out of
many different fabrics. The
fabric used depends on who
is using the finished product
and how it is going to be
used. Materials need to be

hard wearing if they are

used every day; if they are |
for special occasions they [/
may not need to be as hard ¢
wearing but they would

need to be more decorative.
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Today's bags no longer contain
just one big space; they are
often split into different
compartments or areas. They
may have separate, zipped
pockets, pouches for mobile

phones, straps to secure tablet
computers or pen holders. This
makes things easier to find,
protects valuable or delicate
items and helps us to stay
organised.
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Your task is to design and make a bag. You
must decide who will use your finished item,
what will it be made of, how will it fasten and
how the finished ltg\m will look.




[image: image15.png]W@J@s

An important part of
your design is
considering how the
finished product will
look. How will you
decorate your bag?

You could use dyeing,
appliqué, embroidery g\
or fabric paint. The §
material you choose
could also add
decoration.




[image: image16.png]You need to evaluate your
product as you go through
the design process.

Think about:

How well is this working?
What could we do to
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make it better?

How could we improve the
way it looks? Feels?
Opens? Closes?

What do you need to
change?
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