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The Bronze Age was a time
in early human history when
people first began to use
tools made of bronze.
People make it by melting

copper and tin together. The (i
Bronze Age began in some
places about 5,000 years

ago. It began later in other
places. Learning how to use
bronze led to advances in

many areas of human life.
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By about 6500 BC people had &

learned how to shape copper
into tools and other objects.
Eventually people learned how

bronze. They probably
discovered how to do this by
accident. Bronze looked like
copper but it was harder and
more useful for making tools,
weapons, and artwork.
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Greece and China before
3000 BC. Bronze Age
cultures also developed in
Mesopotamia (in modern
Iraq), Egypt, and the Indus

River valley (in modern
Pakistan). The Bronze Age
had spread to Great Britain
by about 2000 BC. Peoples
outside Europe, North Africa,
Asia, and the Middle East did
not have a Bronze Age.
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About 2500 B.C. some new
people came to settle in ;
Britain. These newcomers |
have been called the Beaker F&
People, because of the -
shape of the pottery vessels &

which are often found in
their round barrow graves.
The stocky newcomers,
although few at first, seem
to have quickly taken over
the country, becoming the
new rulers of the land.




[image: image6.png]The Beaker people were mainly
farmers and archers, wearing

stone wrist guards to protect their §
arms from the snap of the ;
bowstring. They were the first
metalsmiths in Britain, working in
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copper and gold, and later bronze. &
They made their own pottery, and
the first woven garments in

Britain. They may have introduced
the first known alcoholic drink

into Britain, a form of

honey-based mead.
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During the Bronze Age people began living in larger
communities as the population of Britain grew quickly.
These large communities needed more food and large
scale farming was the answer to their problem.

Large areas of land

were cleared and
field boundaries
were marked with
low stone walls.
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[image: image8.png]Bronze Age houses were circutar.
They were made with thick stone
walls, more than 1m wide, that
supported a timber and thatch
roof. Round houses were often

between 5m and 10m in

diameter. They contained one or |
more hearths which were used for
cooking and heating. Partitions

were made using wooden screens %
and wooden benches and beds
could be found around the walls. B
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During the Stone Age communities governed themselves,

with no obvious leaders. During the Bronze Age, through
the influence of the Beaker People, a system arose where
strong warriors became leaders of their communities.

These warrior-chiefs became

like kings, gaining power,
wealth and land. Towards
the end of the Bronze Age
communities became more
war-like and hill forts were
built for protection.
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During the Bronze Age people e -
relledgon farming to ?)ror\)/ldg a é =
lot of their food. New crops |

including wheat and barley

were grown and often added

=

to soups and stews, the seeds E
were also ground to make flour
and then a sort of bread.

Nuts, berries and other wild
fruits were still gathered but
were not as big a part of the
Bronze Age diet.
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By the time of the Bronze Age, §
people had learned how to

weave wool into cloth. Women ==
would wear long woollen skirts & I

and short tunics. The men i
wore knee-length wrap-around
skirts, or kilt-like woollens, as
well as tunics, cloaks and even
one-piece garments. They were
also clean-shaven, long-haired
and wore round woollen hats.
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Both men and women were buried
in barrows. They were often
clustered in groups which suggest
family cemeteries. The barrow
graves were generally filled with
grave goods, indicating the

importance of the dead person and
a belief in some kind of afterlife.
Some of the goods included in
barrows were: pottery jars, golden
buckles, bronze daggers, cups,
necklaces, and sceptres in various
stones and precious materials.





