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[image: image2.png]“Ancilent Times

Humans first
calculated time by
observing the periods
of light and darkness.
The solar day is one of

the earliest forms of
the calendar. People
also created calendars
by counting the
number of days, over




[image: image3.png]These calendars had

problems, they did not

I consider seasons which led

| to problems with knowing

| when to plant crops.
People began to look at
how the sun travelled
across the sky. Calendars
that were based on cycles
of both the sun and the
moon were used in ancient
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The Egyptian calendar
was one of the first
scientific calendars. In
an Egyptian calendar a
year was made up of

12 months, each
having exactly 30
days. Each month was
divided into three
weeks, each week




[image: image5.png]Later the Babylonian
calendar was developed,
based around 12 lunar 48
months, each month /&
began when a new

crescent moon

appeared. The Greeks ¥

used a calendar similar

to the Babylonian calendar but they also had other
calendars, such as the democratic state calendar with
10 months and an agricultural calendar.




[image: image6.png]. |The Firt Romen Calender

The first Roman calendar
I was created by Romulus,
{ it had 10 months in the

| year, and each month
lasted for 30 or 31 days.

Each week had 8 days.
The Roman calendar
changed a little over the
years until, in 45BC, it
was reorganised by
Emperor Julius Caesar.




[image: image7.png]| Jullivs Caesars’

The Julian calendar had

12 months but many of
] its months were shorter
] than the months in the
modern calendar. The
Julian year began on
the 31st March. A leap
month with 23 or 24
days was added to keep
the calendar in line with
9\ the cycle of the seasons.
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[image: image8.png]Julius Caesar added
days to February to
make it a 28 day
month, he also created
the 7 day week. The
last change Caesar

made was to introduce

the leap year rule, which
stated that all leap years
can be evenly divided by




[image: image9.png]In 1582 Pope Gregory XII decreed
1] that there should be a change in

'l the Julian calendar. The

1 Gregorian calendar was created
from very accurate calculations of
vernal equinoxes. The Julian

calendar was based on a year
being 365V days. It is
approximately 11 minutes less!
The Gregorian calendar had 3 leap




[image: image10.png]| Usting the Calleneler

Many European countries

did not adopt the

i] Gregorian calendar when

| it was introduced, mainly
because of the Protestant
Reformation taking place &%
at that time. Today
however, it is the most
widely used calendar in
the world.




[image: image11.png].| On Wednesday September
| 2nd, 1752, millions of British
4 subjects in England and the

] colonies went to sleep and did
not wake up until twelve days

later! This was because of the
British Calendar Act of 1751,
which declared that the day
after Wednesday the second of
September be Thursday the
fourteenth of September.




[image: image12.png]Before the Calendar Act the British
calendar differed from Europe by 11 ,
| days. The difference happened

1 because Britain continued to use the §

Julian calendar while the rest of

. | Europe had switched to the more

| accurate Gregorian calendar.
Although the Julian calendar was
only out by 11%2 minutes each year,
over the centuries the differences
added up to 11 whole days!




[image: image13.png]Mo axaveo s the Grogerton enknder?

The Gregorian calendar

co| s the official calendar
| used by most of the \

1 Western world.

It differs from the solar
year by only 26 seconds.
This is accurate enough
for most of us, since it
only adds up to one
day’s difference every
3,323 years!




[image: image14.png]The names of the months
of the year were agreed
upon during Roman

times.

The Julian calendar
consisted of 12 months,
but it started in March
rather than January.




[image: image15.png]January was named
after the Roman god
Janus.

JJanuary

Janus is the god of

beginnings, gates, doors,
doorways, endings and
time. He is usually a
two-faced god since he
looks to the future and




[image: image16.png]February was named
after the Latin term
februum, which means

purification.
On February 15th the
Romans held a ritual,




[image: image17.png]March was the first month

| of the year in the Roman

| calendar, and named
Martius after Mars, the god

of war.

In Rome March was the
first month of spring, the
beginning of the year, and |
the start of the military
campaign season.
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Some people believe April was

| named after the Latin word,

| aperire, which means 'to open’, as
flowers and leaves begin to open

at this time.

5| April was sacred to Venus, the

n,,n goddess of love and beautg [ ;i
Some people say April was named B
in her honour, Aphrillis, after :

Aphrodite, her Greek equivalent.
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May was named after
| the goddess Maia, the
| Roman goddess of
fertility and growth.




[image: image20.png]June is named after the
| Roman goddess Juno.

| Juno was queen of the gods
and married to Jupiter.
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July was originally called
Quintus in the Roman calendar,
| as it was the fifth month of the
Roman year.

The month was renamed to
honour Julius Caesar, who was
born in July, by Emperor
Augustus.




[image: image22.png]August was originally @

Jd called Sextilis (6th month)
in the Roman calendar.

It was renamed to honour
Emperor Augustus in 8BC. .

This month was chosen
because it was the time of
several of his great

: trtumphs including the
réf, conquest of Eqypt.
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[image: image23.png]4 In Latin, septem

1 means seven.

September was the
seventh month of the
Roman calendar.




[image: image24.png]Il In Latin, octo means

eight.
October was the

eighth month of the
Roman calendar.

PEL B AR AP




[image: image25.png]ovember was the

f@ | ninth month of the
I| Roman calendar.
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the tenth month





