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Chinese New
= &2 Year starts
A with the New
S Moon on the

2% first day of
% the new year
* and ends on
_ the full moon
" 15 days later.
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February

begins on
19th.





[image: image4.png]@ The 15th day of
fl the new year is
called the
Lantern Festival,

which is
celebrated at
night with lantern

RS isplays and

W children carrying

PP lanterns ina
SaEl parade.
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~ On the day itself, an
} ancient custom called
_ Hong Bao, meaning Red
Packet, takes place.
This involves married

¥ couples giving children
and unmarried adults
money in red
envelopes.





[image: image6.png]2015 Year of the Sheep

2015 is called the Year of the Sheep in the Chinese
calendar. The Chinese Zodiac contains 12 animals,
people born in each year are supposed to be like the
animal of the year they were born in.
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[image: image7.png]The Chinese Zodiac
contains 12 animals.
Each year is named

after one of the
animals. E.g. The
year of the Monkey.
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The Chinese E
decorate their - i

houses by putting

up ‘red couplets’

with greetings and @&
wishes. Red and '
gold colours *
represent festivity '.'c 1
and symbolise good R
luck and wealth.
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One of the most popular' events which takes
place during [ =)
Chinese New

Year is the

colourful
parade. This
is led by huge
dragons and
dancing lions.
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Long ago, people in China lit bamboo stalks,

believing that the
crackling flames

would frighten
evil spirits.

Later they began
to use fireworks.
They are still
used today to
welcome the
New Year.





