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[image: image2.png]Christopher Columbus
was a famous
explorer. He is famous

for discovering
something he wasn't
even looking for!




[image: image3.png]Columbus was born
in Italy, in 1451.
His family wasn't very

rich. His father
owned a cheese stall.
Columbus worked on
his father's stall when
he was a boy.




[image: image4.png]Columbus was always
interested in going to sea.
When he was 13 years old

he went on his first journey.
He travelled around the
Mediterranean, and to
England and Ireland.




[image: image5.png]Columbus wanted to find
a new way to sail to
Asia. Columbus thought

that if he sailed west, he
could travel across the
“Ocean Sea” to Asia.




[image: image6.png]Columbus needed money to
buy ships and supplies to try
and find a new way of

travelling to Asia. He asked
King Ferdinand II and
Queen Isabella of Spain to
help. In 1492 they agreed
to give Columbus money to
sail across the ocean.



[image: image7.png]On the evening of 3rd
August 1492, Columbus
left Spain with three ships:

The Santa Maria, the Pinta
and the Nifa.




[image: image8.png]A lookout on the Pinta
spotted land at about

2am on October 12th
1492,
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Columbus named the first &

island he visited San
Salvador.

He met friendly native
people whom he named
Indians, because he
believed he had arrived at
the Indes, East Asia.
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On January 13th, 1493, I

Columbus set off to travel
back to Spain. He arrived

home on 15th March 1493
and was welcomed as a hero.
Word of his finding new lands
spread throughout Europe.




[image: image11.png]On 20th May, 1506,
Columbus died in Spam. .
He is known around the world \&

as the person who discovered
the Americas. Stamps,
statues, films, books and
paintings have been made to
remember him.
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Towns, streets, rivers and the
American federal capital
District of Columbia have
been named after him.

Columbus Day is celebrated
in Spain and throughout the
Americas.




[image: image13.png]Columbus believed that the
lands he visited were part of
Asia. He died without

new continent.

This may be part of the
reason why the American
continent was named after
the explorer Amerigo
Vespucci instead of
Columbus.





