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John Constable was an English painter. He is best
known for painting landscapes of the area
surrounding his home in Suffolk.
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Constable was born on
11th June, 1776, in East
Bergholt, Suffolk. His
father, Golding Constable,
was a wealthy corn

merchant. He owned two
mills and a small ship —
The Telegraph.
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John was expected to
follow his father into the
corn business. He attende
boarding school in
Lavenham followed by day

school in Dedham. He did
work for his father for a
while after leaving school

but his younger brother, .

Abram, eventually took
over the running of the
mills.
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Constable spent some time in his youth travelling
around Suffolk, sketching the area. In 1799
Constable asked for his fathers permission to take up
art professionally. =" 7
Golding agreed and

even gave Constable
a small allowance to
enable his son to
persue his passion.
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After attending the Royal
Academy Constable was

offered a position as drawing
master at Great Marlow :
Military College. He turned the

position down, prefering to
begin his career as a landscape
artist. Constable liked to paint
scenes from ordinary life, his
style was unfashionable at the
time so he had to paint
portraits to earn money.
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In 1809 Constable fell in
love with Maria Bicknell.
Maria’s grandfather would
not agree to their
engagement in 1816

because he considered the
Constables to be socially
inferior to his family.
Eventually however, the
two were married, in
October 1816.
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Constable managed to
scrape a small amount of
money for his paintings but |
in 1819 he sold his first
important piece — The

White Horse. This painting
led to a series of ‘Six
Footers’ as Constable
called his large-scale
paintings.
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John and Maria had a WG -
happy but short marriage. §

1828, Maria fell ill and

died of tuberculosis at the & ;
age of forty-one. 9
Constable only wore black §&2
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Constable delivered public
lectures on the history of
landscape painting, at the
Royal Academy, later in life
He gave his last lecture to
students of the Royal

Academy in 1835. He died §
on March 31st, 1837, from [
indigestion. He was buried §
alongside his wife in the
graveyard of St
John-at-Hampsted Church.
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In his lifetime Constable
sold only twenty paintings
in England. In France he
sold more than twenty in
just a few years. Despite

this, he would not accept

any invitations to travel

overseas to promote his oy
work, "I would rather be a [
poor man (in England) than | 3 "%
a rich man abroad.”
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Constable completed
almost 400 paintings,
sketches and drawings.
Although he was not a
inancially successful artist

in his lifetime, his paintings
are now some of the most
well known and valuable
pieces of British art. In
1990 one of Constables
paintings, The Lock, sold
or £12 million.





