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Cuba is the largest island in REA OF OPERATIONS
GREATER ANTILLES

the Caribbean Sea. It forms
part of a group of islands
called the Greater Antilles.
Cuba and the other islands in
the Greater Antilles were
created millions of years ago
when two of Earth’s tectonic
plates collided. The Caribbean
Sea is located between North
and South America.
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Cuba is a long and ‘rq 7:7

narrow island. It stretches 5
for 750 miles (1,200km) i
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from east to west, but is

only 60 miles (100km)
wide in most places. Cuba
covers an area of 42,803
square miles or 110,860
square kilometres. It is
home to over 11 million
people.
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Cuba’s original inhabitants were the | 1/
Ciboney and Guanahatabey people. [}

About 1000 years ago the Taino | g
people from Venezuela took over

the island. Christopher Columbus
landed at Cuba in1492 and claimed
the land for Spain. Columbus
named the land Isla Juana, but
later it would be called Cuba which
comes from the local Native
American name of coabana.
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Slavery in
In 1511 the Spanish came to Cuba,
they defeated the Taino and claimed

the island as a Spanish territory.
The Spanish forced many of the

Taino people into slave labour.

Many died from overwork and from
diseases brought over to the Country A4
by the Europeans. Hundreds of
thousands of African slaves were

later brought to Cuba, mainly to

plant and harvest sugarcane.
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Cuba remained a Spanish
territory until, in 1898,
American forces helped drive
the Spanish out of Cuba. By
1902 Cuba had won their

independence but the United

States held a strong influence

over the island. In 1959

communist revolutionaries, led 71 .
by Fidel Castro, took control of 2

the government. :
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Havana, the capital city of Cuba,
lies on the northern coast of Cuba,

south of the Florida Keys. The city
is home to over 2 million people.

Havana was founded by the
Spanish in the 16th century. The
city is a popular tourist destination,
with over a million tourists visiting
each year. The city is known for its
history, culture and impressive old
and new buildings.
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Over two million
people visit Cuba
each year. They

visit for its warm
climate, beautiful
beaches, vibrant
culture and its
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Cuba has a varied
landscape. About one
third of the island is
made up of high

mountains and hills. The
other two thirds are
lowland fields, mainly
used for farming. Cuba
also includes a number
of small islands around
its coast.
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Cuba has a tropical climate.
The dry season lasts from I O

November to April and the
rainy season from May to mooowiic oooon

ine (hrs)

October. The average
temperature is 23.1 °C in
January and 27 °C in July.
Cuba lies in the path of
hurricanes. These storms
are most common in
September and October.




[image: image11.png]Cuba has many different habitats
including mountain forests,
jungles, grasslands and even small
deserts. These habitats are home

to many unique plants and
animals that can only be found in
Cuba. The most famous is the bee
hummingbird, the world’s smallest
bird, which grows to only five
centimetres long! The world’s
smallest frog also lives in Cuba.
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The official language of
Cuba is Spanish and most
Cubans speak it. Haitian
Creole is the second
largest used language in
Cuba; it is spoken by
Haitian immigrants and
their families. Other
languages spoken by
immigrants include
Catalan and Corsican.
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mixture of native, African
and European influences.

Its music is well known. Th

main musical form is called |
‘son’, which is made up of B
lively rhythms accompanied
by classical guitar. Salsa
and cha-cha-cha are styles
of music which originated




[image: image14.png]Cuban food is a
mixture of Spanish
and Caribbean
styles. Plantains,

black beans, rice,
beef, pork and
tropical fruits are all
popular foods in
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Unlike most Latin American
countries, Cuba’s favourite
sport isn’t football, it’s
baseballl Baseball came to
Cuba from the United
States in the 1860’s. The
Cuban national team is one
of the best in the world.
Boxing, volleyball and
basketball are also popular
sports in Cuba.
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Experts Industry
Cuba’s main exports
include sugar, nickel,
tobacco, fish, medical
products, citrus and
coffee. Cuba is
famous for its cigars,

1 W

fismy

which are considered ,f'—" — .-
among the best in the g ;Wq 3
- o o N

CUBAN COFFEE





