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The Egyptians believed that death
was the threshold to eternal life.
Since the tomb would be the dead
persons home for eternity, it was
furnished as luxuriously as possible.
It was also vital that the body
would survive so Eqyptians were
mummified - given a special
treatment, called embalming, to
stop their bodies from decaying.
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Villagers often gathered to sing and

make music, but when there was
dancing, men and women never

performed together. The Egyptians
did not have a way of writing down

their music so we can only guess
what it was like.

At expensive parties, the guests
were entertained by musicians,
dancing girls and acrobats.
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[image: image4.png]Most popular sports and games
were simple and cheap. Boys went
in for all sorts of running, jumping
and fighting, but it was the girls
who played ball games. Everyone
enjoyed swimming. The upper
classes hunted for pleasure and
raced in their chariots. Ordinary
men competed against one another
in athletics, wrestling and archery
contests.
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[image: image5.png]Poor children would make
their own toys out of wood

or by modelling them in mud
and baking them in the sun.

Rich children had lots of toys wl .
to play with including balls,
tops, rattles, dolls and even
miniature pieces of furniture. =



[image: image6.png]‘ For most of the time, Eqypt was so
hot that people wore as few clothes

as possible.
simple white
while women

‘ close-fitting dresses. Egyptians

wore a varle

‘ of omaments
necklaces, co

ost men wore a
inen or woolen kilt,
wore long,

y of wigs and all sorts
- head-bands,
lars, girdles, bangles,

‘ bracelets and rings.
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[image: image7.png]The fertility of the Nile valley ensured
that everyone normally had enough to
eat. The Egyptians’ basic food and drink
was bread and beer. Honey was used as
a sweetener by the rich and dates and

fruit juices by the poor. Egyptians also
ate garlic, onions, peas, beans, lettuce,

cucumbers and leeks. People ate plenty

of fish, some poultry and on special

occasions they killed and cooked a pig,
goat or sheep. Rich Egyptians preferred
beef and exotic meats such as antelope.




[image: image8.png]Egyptian
civilisation began
over 5,000 years
ago. Their

civilisation lasted

for 3,000 years.
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g = Egyptian Pharaohs

The kings of Eqypt oy

were called pharaohs. N
" The Egyptians thought

i the pharaoh was a

= living god and

= worshipped them.
People built huge
' pyramids and temples

& for the pharaohs.
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[image: image10.png]Egypt is full of great structures such
‘ as pyramids, temples and obelisks.

‘ The pyramids were giant tombs,
‘ built for Egypt’s kings. They were
robbed of their treasures so often
‘ that the pharaohs stopped building
‘ them and had themselves burled in = -
hidden tombs cut from the cliffs of
‘ the Valley of the Kings, in the
‘ desert outside Thebes.
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[image: image12.png]Many Egyptian gods were

portrayed as animals, or as
human beings with animal
heads. There were hundreds
of gods and goddesses in
Egypt, watching over every
aspect of life and death.
Some of their most popular
gods included Horus, Osiris,
Isis, Bastet and Thoth.
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