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[image: image2.png]| The First Fleet is the name given

"|to the 11 ships that sailed from
Great Britain to start the first
European colony in New South

#|Wales. The fleet was led by
Captain Arthur Phillip.




[image: image3.png]was an industrial revolution,
and many machines were

&l being invented for use in
large factories.

LA With the introduction of
machines, people were left
i without jobs and wages.
Men, women and children -
resorted to theft in order to -
q{survive. London had become
, {very overcrowded, and so
Elhad the prisons.
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The British Government made the decision to introduce a new
punishment - transportation. Convicts were originally

transported to the Thirteen Colonies in North America.
After the 7

Bl American War of
Independence

ended in 1783, the
newly formed
United States
refused to accept
further convicts.
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On 6th December 1785, orders were issued in London for the
establishment of a penal colony, in New South Wales, on land
claimed for Britain by explorer James Cook in his first voyage
to the Pacific in 1770. They decided to settle what is now
FlAaustralia,in order to trcnsport convicts and soldiers to a new
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| There were 11 ships altogether.
] Two navy ships, six convict
transports and three storeships.

EINaval escorts: HMS Sirius- the
Flagship of the fleet and HMS

Supply

Convict transports: Alexander,
Charlotte, Friendship, Lady
Penrhyn, Prince Of Wales and
Scarborough

Food Transport: Golden Grove,
Fishburn and Borrowdale
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The convicts were housed below deck. Conditions were
extremely cramped. In many cases the prisoners were
restrained in chains and were only allowed on deck for fresh
air and exercise. On |

=] deck, thick wooden

walls were built to

separate the
convicts from the

walls had smoll

holes in them so the

guards could shoot
din case of trouble.
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Convicts were given two thirds of the

Bread (hardbiscuit) - 7lbs
Saltpork- 2lbs, the salt stopped
the meat from becoming rotten.
Saltbeef- 7lbs

Peas- 2lbs

Oatmeal- 3lbs

Butter- 6ozs

Cheese- 3/4lb

Vinegar- 1/2pint

Water - 3 quarts each day §
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Many of the convicts had already
been locked up for several years,
in various prisons, under appalling
| |conditions, and were in a poor
Bl state of health. Newspapers wrote
that they expected about 80% of

the convicts would not survive the
long journey. However, the
number of people that died on the
trip was quite small. Most had put
on weight and were healthier

[l when they arrived in Australia,

'5: than when they left England.
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*| The First Fleet left Portsmouth, England on 13 May 1787. The
1 entire journey took 252 days.
From England, the fleet sailed to Australia, making stops in
Santa Cruz Tenerife, Rio de Janeiro and Cape Town.
They crrlved in Botcny ch in m|d Jcnucry 1788.
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sheep, pigs, dogs, cats, goats, turkeys,
geese, ducks, chickens, pigeons, horses, &
and cattle. Plants and seeds included
I |coffee, cocoaq, cotton, bananas,

oranges, lemons, tamarinds, guava,
[l prickly pear, figs, bamboo, sugar cane,
L{esparto grass, vines, quinces, apples,
: pears, strawberries, oaks, myrtles, .
Mlrice, wheat, barley, and maize. Some of @&
thls was brought from England, and the &
v,g rest when the Fleet stopped at Rio de a4
] Janeiro and Capetown.
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The first ship, HMS Supply, reached Botany Bay on 18 January
1788. Aboriginal people from the Cadigal tribe saw the First
Fleet ships arrive. Captain Phillip soon decided that this site,
picked by SirJoseph Banks, was not suitable.
8|1t had poor
soil, no safe
place to leave
the ships, and
no drinking
water.
Captain Phillip
decided to go =
north, to Port % >

Jackson. THE LANDING of the CONVICTS at BOTANY BAY

m
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10n 26 January the marines and convicts arrived at Sydney
| Cove. 1403 people left Portsmouth. On the voyage 7 babies
“|were born. 69 people died or left the ships. 1332 people
lcnded in Port Jackson WhICh is now known as Sydney.

=1 Phillip named the
b |settlement Sydney
Flafter Lord Sydney,
Fthe British
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| Once in Australia, convicts were ordered to build the
infrastructure (buildings and prisons) for the new colony.
{Their punishment was work. Convicts were expected to work
every day, except Sunday, from sunrise until sunset without a
dbreak. Male . 5 '
prisoners were
required to do very
hard labour. Female
{convicts often %
pworked as household |
servants, cooking,
cleaning and
sometimes taking
(] care of children.
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Some of the convicts had special skills and did work such as
keeping records, printing, making pottery and keeping the L
town clocks. Many convicts were sent to work for free settlers. |8
Free settlers were people who came to Austrollc to make a

Elnew life. Strict rules

were enforced by
prison officers. If
convicts broke the
rules, they could be
whipped or kept in
solitary confinement
for several days, with
only bread and water
to eat.




[image: image16.png]‘I There was a shortage
of food during the first ¢ ..
few years of the
colony. Crops did not

Bl grow well so people

| |relied on supplies from

Flirst Few
| ‘%3

E Great Britain.
Eventually, food was
grown locally. Convicts |
received rations (a
share of food and




[image: image17.png]The ships of the First
“|Fleet mostly did not
“|remain in the colony.
| |Some returned to

England, while others
[|eft for other ports.

Whet Heppancd %o e First Flost?

| Some remained at the
service of the Governor
of the colony for some
months: some of these
were sent to Norfolk
Island where a second
penal colony was
established.





