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[image: image2.png]The Great Barrier Reef is
one of the seven wonders
of the natural world,

viewing it from a greater

distance, you can
= understand why. It is
g1 longer than the Great
of Wall of China and the
only living thing on earth
that is visible from space. |




[image: image3.png]Reat Real?
| The Great Barrier Reef is
i located in the Coral Sea

(part of the Pacific Ocean),
off the far northeast coast of

1 Queensland in Australia. The
3 Great Barrier Reef extends

: ,. along the north-eastern

_‘? Australian coast, almost to

Bl Papua New Guinea in the
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The Great Barrier Reef §
is an enormous host of
living things, composed
of living coral growing
on dead coral. The reef

¥ is about 18,000 years

] old, having formed

| after the end of the last
ice age.
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The first recorded

European visit to the

(northern) Great Barrier
¥| Reef was by Portuguese

% Manoel Gidinho de Eredia in i

1601. However, it was not
¥ | until 1770 that Lieutenant
James Cook made the first
@l fully recorded ‘discovery’ of
® the Great Barrier Reef.
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The Great Barrier Reef is the
single largest living system in

the world. It is home to 400
species of coral, 2000 species &=
of fish, 4000 molluscs and

countless other invertebrates. |
Six of the world’s seven speciesE
of sea turtles breed here. All §
these living organisms play an
important role in the complex
food chain of the area.
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The Great Barrier Reef is a popular tourist

destination W|th over two mllllon V|S|tors each
year.

Tourism to the
reef generates

= approximately
AU$5-6 billion
ol per year.
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The Great Barrier Reef is the
world’s largest reef system.
It is made up of over 2,900

45

il individual reef. The Great
Barrier Reef has over 900
ﬁé islands stretching for over
2,600 kilometres. The Great
Barrier Reef is approximately
Bl the same area as Italy.




[image: image9.png]&ﬂ{?@ om {H}ac:) @@@@
The reef is a breeding area ﬁ o ~
for humpback whales,

migrating from the Antarctic, ¢

and is also the habitat of a

¥ few endangered species

# including the Dugong (Sea

] Cow) and large Green Sea

| Turtle. In recognition of its
significance, UNESCO listed
il the Great Barrier Reef as a
World Heritage Site in 1981.
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Climate change is perhaps &

the biggest threat to the

Great Barrier Reef.

Warmer ocean

temperatures put stress
on coral and lead to coral |

gﬁ bleaching. Pollution from

S8l river catchment run-offis §
#l also affecting the health
8 of the Great Barrier Reef. |
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