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The Han Dynasty was a period
of 400 years in Ancient China.
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It began in 200BC and ended in
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 [image: image2.png]The Silk Road was established during the Han ;
b5 4Dynasty. It was a trade route, stretching 4000 miles, }
b+ 4from China to the Roman Empire. Merchants travelled §
the route, selling silk and spices. It was a very ~
3 dangerous journey, crossing deserts and mountains.
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 [image: image3.png]% The Silk Road brought a
{lot of money into China,

e Yy

m because silk was in high

&g demand in the west. Silk,
N perfumes, spices and

sely f p

poe jewels were traded for

m gold throughout the

% Roman Empire. This

£ {meant that many people

£ 3:4had more money and a

3 {better standard of living
n China.
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% but, once the canals were built,
% some merchants became very

1wealthy. Some of them had
{enough money to ride in a
{cart, buy a title from the
{emperor, and build a mansion. :‘M}
%i Officials and peasants didn’t
% like this and thought there
b3 4should be a law forbidding
them to ride carts and chariots. g
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 [image: image5.png]% Very little was written

% down about life during
dthe Han Dynasty. Most
jof what we know comes
1from studying their
itombs. The Hans buried

P clay models of their

% homes and belongings

%i in their tombs. Even

e tiny details like clay

% furniture and bronze oil
b3 4lamps were included.
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 [image: image6.png]people

{ The Han

dworked hard to

Jreplace everything

hat was lost during
Jthe book burning of
fthe Qin Dynasty.
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% As well as producing new Gim= - i
% works of literature, people in FE8

b+ Jthe Han Dynasty also

& created new works of music,

3 beautiful murals, jade —

PO ornaments and paintings.
% Glazed pottery was painted
‘%i with bright scenes showing
% hunting, mountains, clouds,
b3 qtrees, dragons, tigers and
% bears.
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 [image: image8.png]% Dynasty. Acupuncture was
% invented and continues to

1be used today. Paper,
{steel, wrought iron, an
{instrument that told them
{when an earthquake was
dhappening and many other
{things were all invented
% during the Han Dynasty.
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% In 100AD Emperor Wudi
b5 4agreed with Confucius that
b+ Jeducation was important in.

s Jcreating a good
£y 1government. He started a

dboys, taught by Confucian
dteachers. Schools were set
%i up in each province. The
b4 Grand School was set up in

the capital city.

%
b
%
{system of public schools for | A ' ‘?_‘ 5 *
%
b
bid




 [image: image10.png]% Only about 1 in 10 people
b5 4 lived in cities. The cities
b+ Jwere neatly laid out and
% surrounded by a strong

1wall made of earth and
{stone. They were places

{education. Marketplaces
dhad free entertainment
% including musicians,
b3 4jugglers and acrobats.
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 [image: image11.png]% In the cities the poor &
lived in houses

{packed together.
b5d They had lirtle food |

% and no sanitation.
b3 4Many young men
b3 djoined street gangs
b Jwhich roamed the
% Cities, terrorizing

% people
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The rich built elaborate
% homes, decorated with
carpets, paintings, bronze
% mirrors, murals and carved
{furniture, often in Greek or

% Roman styles. They had
podplenty to eat and often held &8
% banquets. Some children had S
tutors for maths, science,

% literature, art, religion and

% music. The rich did not use
the public schools.
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The rich wore robes ’l..':f‘as s ! i
% with long sleeves lined & | {
% with silk. They were
5 4fastened with a belt.

In colder weather the
& Y

% wore warm fur coats,
imade of squirrel and
fox skins, with leather
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%i People who lived in i
the country were

% farmers. They lived in

% one or two storey

% mud houses, with tiled

% or thatched roofs.
1Several families lived
{in one house so they
dcould work the fields
together




 [image: image15.png]54 farms, they belonged to
b _4the government, but,

L3 Jtogether they could often|

371 9row more food than
% was needed, and could
o trade the extra crops for |
dother items. They
dworked from dawn until [~
bS] it went dark, it was very [~
% hard work. -




 [image: image16.png]%i Men and women both
b3 4wore simple clothes.
b5 4 Usually shirts and
b3 4pants made from

& scratchy cloth and
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3 sandals made of straw.
1In cold weather they
{stuffed their clothes :
{with paper and cloth to
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FHFeed ffor the Peer
% Most food was steamed &5
over boiling water. In
b3 4the south they ate rice,

b5 4steamed dumplings and
flsh, flavoured with

garlic and onions. In
1the north food was
{similar but instead of
rice they ate wheat.





