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The Highlane [Heouses

Highlanders lived in Blackhouses. These houses
were made with thick stone walls with a
wooden roof. The roof was thatched to keep the
rain out. Blackhouses had no chimney or

windows and the walls inside were coated with
black ash. A peat fire provided light and heat
and a hole was cut into the roof to allow the
smoke out. With only one door into the house
both animals and people entered the same way
The animals were kept in one half of the house
with the people living in the other half.
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Inside the Blackhouse the family would
sit on low wooden tables and stools
called creepies. Beds were boxes filled
with heather or hay. A large iron

cauldron hung from the ceiling, above
the fire. Meals such as thin porridge,
cabbage soup, potatoes or turnips would
be cooked in the cauldron. Sometimes
they might eat mutton and cheese. Plates
were made of wood and spoons were
either wooden or made of animal horn.
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The old Scottish Clan system was fair
to everyone. Each Clan had a chief
who was respected by his clansmen.
Clans had their own tartan, crest

badge and motto. Clans lived in their
own districts with marked
boundaries. They had their own
beliefs, laws and customs. Clans
throughout the Highlands developed
their own culture, language, customs
and unique character.
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Following the battle of Culloden,
the clan system began to break
down. Wearing tartan and speaking
Gaelic became hanging offences.

Many clan chiefs moved away from ==
the highlands, preferring life in
comfortable and exciting cities to
the south. They lost touch with
their clansmen and became more
like the lowlanders and the English

than their Scottish ancestors.
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After 1745 many people started migrating
into the factory towns of the lowlands, in the
past people had grown their own food, they |
now needed to buy it. Landowners realised

they could make more money growing food to |
sell rather than just renting their land to their
clansfolk. Factors (managers) were employed &
to oversee the farm work. It was not long .
before the owners of the great estates deCldedi
that the way to make much more money from
their lands was to get rid of their people.
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Sir John Sinclair introduced the Cheviot sheep

in his Langwell estate in Caithness in 1792.
Afterwards, people called 1792 Bliadhna nan  #=.
Caorach - The Year of the Sheep. The

Cheviot's large size, hardiness and its
production of great quantities of high-quality
wool and meat meant that sheep-farming
suddenly became very profitable. At Langwell,
Sinclair evicted 80 families to create a sheep
farm. The Clearances, one of the saddest times §
in all the history of the Highlands, had begun.
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As more and more landowners
turned to sheep farming, in the

hopes of becoming very rich,
more and more highlanders were

%
evicted from their homes. Force [ :“"‘ﬁ_ﬁf.‘j gt
was used by many of the Factors ;.fw; Qe
to remove the people from their ?‘rv' P, AP
homes. Houses were burnt to the [eed |
ground, often before people had

a chance to gather all of their
belongings.
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In On 31 March, 1854 constables from
Ross and Inverness set off to clear the
Greenyards. They were met by the
women, who protested that their landlord

had given them assurances that they
would not be cleared. The procurator
began to read aloud the Riot Act to the
women. The women did not budge. The
police armed with truncheons, set about
beating the Ross women, some of whom
later dying from their injuries.
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In 1840 30,000 Highlanders

were forced to move to Glasgow. S
None of them spoke English (they .
spoke Gaelic), they had never [l

seen a city. The only work they
had ever done was to tend to a
few animals and a small bit of
land. They were forced overnight
into factory work. In 100 years
Glasgow's population swelled
from 42,000 to 477,700.
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The cities grew so quickly that it was
impossible to build decent homes fast enough.
Conditions in the three and four story
tenements were very bad. The immigrant

areas were the poorest in the city. There was
little sanitation, no proper water supply and
rubbish lay in the street. Two or three
families often had to share one or two rooms.
These areas were known as slums. Rents were
not always cheap and people were put out on |
the street if they could not pay on time.
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Cleared families who ended up at
New Lanark were extremely
fortunate. Robert Owen was one of
the few mill owners to provide

healthy working and living conditions. R
Owen transformed life in New Lanark. g
Child labour and corporal punishment p
were abolished, and villagers were
provided with decent homes, schools

and evening classes, free health care,
and affordable food.
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Many of the people who were affected by the
Highland Clearances looked overseas to build
themselves a better life. Australia, New Zealand, |
America and Canada became home to many of j
the Highlanders. Highlanders left Scotland with

few possessions. But they took what could be
more valued - language, music, traditions of
storytelling and poetry, and memories. Some
transplanted Highland communities promoted
clan gatherings and Highland games, which
helped to keep alive traditional dress and
entertainment in their new home countries.
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The Creffeters Act

Over 100 years after it all started the
government finally acknowledged that the
victims of the Clearances needed protective g
legislation. The government drew up a Bill
which would satisfy the Highland Land

Law Reform Association. In 1886 it
became the Crofters’ Holdings Act. This
gave the crofters security. They could not
be evicted from their land, rent increases
had to be fair and they could leave their
land to their children. The Act became
known as the ‘Magna Carta of Gaeldom’'.
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The Highland Clearances
transformed the landscape of the
Highlands of Scotland, probably
forever. In the space of less than

half a century, the Highlands
became one of the most sparsely
populated areas in Europe. Even the
sheep, which replaced the people,
have gone - undercut by cheaper,
often better quality products from
Australia and New Zealand.
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Wet wea the glend Cleaenezs?

The Highland Clearances happened in
the late 18th and early 19th century.
During this time tens of thousands of
people were evicted from their homes

in the Highlands of Scotland. They
were forced to leave, often violently at
the point of a sword or gun, so the
land could be used for sheep farming.
Houses and possessions were burnt,
leaving people homeless and heading
towards a life of poverty and hunger.
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The Scottish Highlands were
home to the Gaels, the original
Scots who arrived from Ireland
about 1,500 years ago. The

Gaels spoke their own language,
Gaelic. The clan chiefs controlled
the land but leased it out to
"tacksmen”. Tacksmen rented the
land to tenant farmers. Everyone
had enough land to grow food
for their families.
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People in the lowlands began to copy
the English way of life and to speak
more like the English. Many lowlanders
and people living in the rest of Britain

thought the Highlanders were barbaric.
Highlanders were often thought to be
lazy, dirty, untrustworthy and without [

honour. This unfair impression was
mainly due to the fact that most
people south of the Highland glens had |
ever been there!
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The Highland Reglments
In the 18th century the British Army
was at war in various foreign lands,

mainly against the French. Many of
the soldiers fighting these foreign

wars were Highlanders and it was
said that the Highland regiments
were the bravest, toughest and most
loyal of the entire British Army. They
had an amazing discipline record with
no soldier of any of these regiments
ever having been disciplined.
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Although life in the Highlands was
harsh the Gaels were educated and
artistic. Members of a family often

all learned the same profession and
became famous as a family of
doctors, lawyers, poets, musicians,
wood carvers, or metal smiths.
There were centres of learning and
libraries of precious books
throughout the Highlands.





