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Whaeat Is an iglee?

The word “igloo” comes
from the Inuit word “iglu,”
which means snow house.
Igloos are temporary
houses made of snow and
ice. They were first built by
the Inuit people of Canada.
They are an important part
of Canada'’s history and '
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Whert are iglees useed fer?

Igloos were mainly used as
winter shelters for groups
of traveling families. Some
igloos would house only a
single hunter or a small

group of hunters or
fishermen, while larger
igloos could serve as
community meeting centres

e
- or even wrestling halls. :
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Dicithelinuitiahwayslivelinlialoost

A larger igloo might have
housed families during the
coldest months of winter, but

during the milder months of

the summer. Today, the Inuit
live in traditional houses, built
of wood or brick, but igloos
are used if they're out
hunting far from home.
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Whe [l U;& n@ loes?

Until the last century, igloos .
were built by native people

of northern Canada and
Russia. Today, these parts
of Canada are called

Labrador, Quebec and the
Northwest Territories.
Igloos were also built by
people in northern Alaska.
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Whak doacs lnuk ane Esldine mean?

“Inuit” means “the people” in
the Inuktitut language of
northern Canada. The term
“Eskimo,” which means “those
who eat their food raw,” was

used by some people to
describe these northern
people, who often ate raw
fish and meat when cooking
fuel was not available.
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Hew [Big are n@looo?

Igloos ranged in size from
very small one-person
shelters built for overnight
stays, to large buildings
consisting of many small

igloos linked together. s
Larger, more permanent ﬁ

igloos reached sizes of 4 Lj y:
metres in diameter and e
about 3 metres high.
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Tglees tocdkay

After World War II, the Inuit way

of life greatly changed. The

outside world became much more
interested in the Arctic, and set up ,LL_‘ h
military bases and radar stations

in the region. All of the travel into
the tundra meant that more
permanent building materials and
jobs were available, and so few
Inuit still use igloos today.
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Whhy & B Rl v T ighoes?

Inuit people had to travel
from season to season,
following their animal food
sources. In the winter
months, they used ice-fishing

to sustain themselves, which
meant that they needed
temporary winter housing:
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Bullcing amn n@&

An igloo is built from blocks of Eise e e
snow in the shape of a dome. E SR
To build an igloo, you must /.

arrange blocks of snowina

ring on the ground. The next | \\

row is tilted slightly inward, so
that fewer blocks are needed
as you build. Snow is used to

fill any holes or cracks, and to
make the igloo warmer.
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Hew co igleoes heep warm nslels?

The blocks of ice and

snow keep the cold wind :
outside. The igloo’sice @ ”.w, i
and snow walls work in Ly
the same way as a

blanket. They soak up

heat and keep the warm E}' 4
air inside. You can also
build a fire inside the = '
igloo to keep warm.
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Maelting fgleoes

The walls do melt, but this makes
the igloo stronger. The melted ice
and snow from the inside walls
eventually touches the colder
snow and ice on the outside of the

igloo. This colder ice and snow
causes the water to freeze again,
so the igloo changes to ice, which
makes a stronger structure than
one made of snow.
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