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There have been thousands of
inventions throughout time. It
is very tricky to pick out the
best, most important inventions

in the world. Do you agree
with my Top 10?7 Which
inventions would you include in
your own Top 10 Inventions
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The internet was invented in
1982. In 1990, Tim Berners-Lee
developed the World Wide Web
the first internet web browser.
The internet has changed our
lives a great deal. We have

access to information about any
topic we can think of, we can
shop from home, pay bills, bank,
have fun, keep in touch with
other people and much more.




[image: image3.png]Charles Babbage was considered ~ /
the father of computers for his
work on mechanical computation
devices. But, it was only in the

1940s that the first electronic
computers were produced.

Computers enabled us to solve
complex mathematical problems,
play games, word process,
create art and later, were our
access to the internet.
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The first lightbulb was invented by
Joseph Swan in 1860, but it burnt
out quickly. In 1879 Thomas Edison
created a lightbulb that would last
longer. Before light bulbs people
used candles in their homes. They

didn't produce very much light so
most people went to bed once the
sun went down. Light bulbs enable
us to read, work and do many other
things even after dark.
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[image: image5.png]In 1886 Carl Benz patented the
first modern motor car with a
petrol combustion engine. Before
cars most people travelled by
horse and carriage or walked.
Cars mean we can travel long

distances quickly. We can visit
friends and family that live far
away, we can travel to the shops,
on holiday or to school quickly
and without getting wet!
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James Watt invented and
patented the modern version of
the steam engine in 1781. Steam
engines could be used to drive
machinery in factories, mines and
mills - you could say they drove

the industrial revolution! They
were also used to drive steam
locomotives. Today steam
engines are used in power plants,
to produce electricity.
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I’ve cheated on this one a little
bit! Communication technology,
including telegraph, radio,
telephone and television have all
contributed to our lives by
enabling us to keep in touch with

people around the world, and in
our local area. It allows us to
find out what is happening
anywhere on the planet, as well
as keeping us entertained.
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In 1805 Oliver Evans invented the
first refrigerator machine. Before
we had access to refrigerators
and freezers people would
struggle to keep food fresh.

Today we take for granted the

fact that our cheese, yoghurt,
butter and many other foods will
keep, for a while, in fridges. We
no longer have to shop every day
for fresh food.
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The first printing press was
designed by Johannes Guthenberg
in Germany, in around 1440.

The printing press enabled mass
production of books and leaflets.
People had access to information,

news and stories. Books, which
had been handwritten before the
printing press was invented,

became much more affordable to ]




[image: image10.png]The wheel is perhaps the oldest
invention, and no-one is exactly
certain when it was invented but,
it was first seen at least 6000
years ago. The wheel was not
only used for transport, it was

also used for grinding flour, as a
tool for making pottery, and,
today it is an essential part in
many mechanical machines,
including clocks.




[image: image11.png]Plough

You might not think a plough has much of an impact on your
life, but it is one of the most important inventions in history.
A plough prepares soil, ready for planting crops. Before the
invention of the plough all of the digging had to

be done by hand, using digging sticks or hoes. It

was very hard work! The invention of the plough

ment people could farm large areas of land.
The first ploughs were human

powered, but later oxen and other

animals were used, today we

use tractors to pull ploughs.
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