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Shogun was a title granted
by the Emperor to the
country’s top military
commander. During the
Heian period (794-1192)
members of the military

became more powerful
than the court and
eventually they took
control of the whole
government.




[image: image3.png]#IMinamoto Yoritomo was a
military leader. In 11QQ he

shogun. He set up his own
capital in Kamakura, far to
the east of the Emperor’s
capital in Kyoto, near
present-day Tokyo. For
almost 700 years after that

Japan was ruled by shoguns. B8




[image: image4.png]Titles were usually passed on from father to son, just
like with Emperors or Kings and Queens. However,
sometimes the shogun’s family would become weak
and a rebel leader would seize power from them.
After that the

rebel leader

—¢|would be named
shogun and start
a new ruling
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The shoguns imposed a strict
class system during their
time in power. At the top
were the emperor and the
shogun himself. Under the
shogun were lords called

daimyo that each controlled
different regions of Japan.
Under each daimyo were
warriors known as samurai,
followed by farmers,
craftsmen and merchants.

The emperar was

A poweriul
military lesdes
h ruled

the shogun and
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Mast Japanese
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Clan leaders needed men to
help protect their lands and
enforce the law. These men
came to be known as
samurai ‘those who serve’.
Samurai were expected to

?|set an example. They wore
plain, dark clothes bearing
a clan crest so they could
be easily identified. They
wore two swords to show
their warrior status but
they only wore their armour
on special occasions.




[image: image7.png]A samurai warrior was expected
to live and die by the rules that
established their lifestyle. By
the Tokugawa period, the rites
and training began at the age
of six. Under the control of

?|special teachers, the young
samurai learned fighting and
military skills as well as
reading, writing, calligraphy,
etiquette and public service. By
the age of 15, the samurai had
finished his training.
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Traders and merchants were g
ranked below peasants
because they did not make

or produce anything. In the
Tokugawa period, many of
these people became rich.

2| They wore clothes reflecting
their wealth, adorned with ,
rich brocades and silks. The
& Jshoguns would sometimes
1L Jtry to stop such
extravagance by calling for
greater control on spending.
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Peasants and artisans were
valued for providing important
materials including food, pottery
and clothing. They dressed
simply, because they were
usually very poor. Their clothes

’|were made to be practical when
working in muddy rice paddies,
or fishing. When it rained, they

& Jwould wear raincoats made of a
| [grass-like plant called sedge,
which made the peasants look
like haystacks!
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At the bottom of the social ladder were two outcast
groups. The eta (‘much filth’) were involved in tasks
such as butchery, leatherwork, or burials that
involved the handlmg of dead people or arumals
The hinin e - T
(‘non-persons’)

were undesirables
including
street-cleaners,
ex-convicts and




[image: image11.png]ZHeusaes Hemes

Most buildings in
Japan were made of
lightweight wood. The |
material was easily 8
available and was

safer to use in an

earthquake-prone
area. Internal walls
were typically screens
made of paper or
light wood, and

/ rooms were divided
by sliding doors.




[image: image12.png]Initially, towns and
castles were surrounded
by simple moats or
wooden fences, but more
complicated structures
began to appear from the
7| 14th century. By 1615,
over 200 castles had
been built to show the
wealth and power of the
daimyo. These castles
were surrounded by the
homes of the daimyo and §
his soldiers. :




[image: image13.png]The Tokugawa (or Edo) period %

brought 250 years of stability
to Japan. The shogun had
national authority and the
daimyo had regional
|authority. There was a new

¢ lemphasis on education, towns
sprang up, merchants and
trade became more and more
important. Commercial trade
in handicrafts grew, as did
trade, in goods such as silk,
cotton and pottery.
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The Tokugawa were determinéd to modernise
Japan. Canals were built to deliver clean water and
to drain marshland. Extensive road networks were
built and new towns and businesses grew along the
roads. Forest
management also

*\became

important, to
ensure that wood
used for new i
building projects
was replaced by
planting trees.




[image: image15.png]In agrtcultural regions, small
farming groups were given
land to cultivate. More land
became available for farming
as water projects delivered
water for irrigation, and

The government collected
income from rice production,
mining, the selling of trading
rights to merchants, and
through their control of the
major cities.




[image: image16.png]Between 1603 and 1635,
shogun Tokugawa Ieyasu
issued permits for armed
merchant ships to his favourite
daimyo and to key merchants
who were interested in foreign

trade. Japanese merchants
mainly exported silver, copper,
diamonds, swords and
artefacts. Japan imported silk
from China, and sugar and
deerskins from South-East
Asia.
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The daimyo wanted contact with
foreigners as it would enable them

to buy new weapons and other ,
products. Western guns were

imported, as well as military and ' l
naval technology. The arrival of

“|foreigners broadened the learning
of the Japanese. They were
exposed to new ideas and to new
ways of thinking about science,
the arts and politics. One key new
idea, Christianity, was to bring
about great change in Japan.
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Christianity was allowed to grow until about 1620,
then Tokugawa leyasu began to see it as a real
threat to Japanese society. For instance, it called for
loyalty and obedience to an entity outside Japan.
Christian church congregations also allowed links




[image: image19.png]In 1633 the shogun imposed a
policy of isolation on Japan.
This was called sakoku (‘the
locked country”. It was an
attempt to limit Western
influences on Japanese people.

s|Western books were banned,
and Christians were persecuted.
The government refused to take
part in any form of commerce or
trade. Any Japanese person who |
moved outside the borders of
the country and tried to return
was punished by death.

I 0
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n the 1800s, countries around the
world began to push for Japan’s
restrictions of foreign trade to be
lifted. On July 8, 1853 four ships
commanded by Commodore
Matthew Perry of the United

,|States Navy anchored at Edo Bay
(now Tokyo Bay). Commodore
Perry had arrived in Japan to :
persuade the Japanese to open up |

Japan. He carried with him a letter
from the President of the United ||
States to the Emperor of Japan.
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On 31 March 1854, after weeks of diplomatic talks,
Perry received what he had been working towards: a
treaty with Japan known as the Convention of
Kanagawa. It was signed by Perry and the
Tokugawa shogunate. In the years that followed,
Japanese ports began g e :

(|opening up to
American trade. After
more than 200 years
of isolation, Japan
began trading with
the world.
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Many Japanese people
resented the increased
power and position of
the Westerners that
followed Perry’s arrival.
The daimyo warlords

?began to lose faith in
the shogun who was,
after all, supposed to
suppress ‘foreign
barbarians’. There was
talk of forcing his

resignation.




[image: image23.png]In 1867, shogun
Tokugawa Yoshinobu
handed back power to
Emperor Meiji. The
emperor’s new
government removed

“|most of the systems of
government established
under the shoguns’ rule
and the modernisation
of Japan began.
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