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[image: image2.png]What ts J udausm?

Judaism is around 3500 years
old and is the oldest of the
world’s four great monotheistic
religions (religions with only one
god). It's also the smallest, with

only about 12 million followers

around the world.

There are large Jewish

populations in Israel and the U.S.




[image: image3.png]What do @WS believe?

Jews believe that there is a single God who not only created the

universe, but with whom every Jew can have an individual and
personal relationship.




[image: image4.png]The Hebrew leader Abraham
founded Judaism around 2000
B.C. Moses gave the Jews the
Torah around 1250 B.C.

Abraham is the father of the

Jewish people. Jews see

Abraham as a symbol of
trusting and obeying God.
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The symbol or emblem of the Jewish people is
the Magen David (Shield of David), also known




[image: image6.png]What is a Menorah?
% The Menorah is one of the oldest
& symbols of the Jewish faith. It is a
. candelabrum with seven candle holders
displayed in Jewish synagogues. It
symbolises the burning bush as seen by
Moses on Mount Sinai. The two most
common menorahs have seven and nine
) candle-holders. The term hanukiah or
chanukiah, refers to the nine-candled

holder used during the Jewish festival
of Hanukkah.
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[image: image7.png]What is a Mezuzah?

A mezuzah is found on
doorposts in Jewish homes. It
is a little case, containing a
tiny scroll. The writing on the
scroll is from the Torah. It is
in Hebrew and is called the
Shema. It says that Jewish

people should love God and

keep his rules.




[image: image8.png]¥ Jews worship in Synagogues. Men
and women usually sit separately in
the Synagogues

Men are required to cover their
P heads. In most cases worship takes
& place in Hebrew.

y The Jewish spiritual leaders are
called Rabbis. Unlike leaders in many

¥ other faiths, a rabbi is not a priest

&y and has no special religious status.
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is the Jewish Holy Book called?
The most holy Jewish book are the Torah (the first five books of
the Hebrew Bible). The Torah (or teachings) contains the five
books revealed to Moses by God on Mount Sinal.

No one is allowed to touch the —

Torah, so a special pointer

called a yad is used to follow

words when reading it.
|




[image: image10.png]Kippah (a skull cap)

On their heads a devout
Jew always wears the

Kippah to remind him

that he is always duty

bound to follow the laws
b of God at all times and in
s all places.
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What special things do Jews wear?
Tallit (a prayer shawl)

When they pray, Jews wear a prayer shawl, called a tallit, around
their shoulders or on their head. __

The tallit is often blue and white

—

in colour. They often have Jewish |8 —
symbols embroidered on them, :
like the Menorah and the first

words of each of the 10

commandments.





