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King John
and the

Magna Cart
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King John lived 800 years
ago. We know about many
of the things that happened
so long ago because some

people wrote them down. A
lot of the information that
we have about King John'’s
reign comes from
chronicles written by
monks.




[image: image3.png]King John is famous for being
one of the worst monarchs
ever to rule England.

He was cruel, evil, mean and
untrustworthy. John was so

unpopular that many of his
barons rebelled against him.
He is most famous for being
the monarch who signed the
Magna Carta.
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John was born on Christmas .

Eve, 1166 or 1167. He was s
the youngest son of Henry II |

and his wife Eleanor of |

Aquitaine. As a child, John
tended to be overshadowed
by his older brother Richard.
Like his father, John
developed a reputation for
violent rages.
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Henry left no land to John
when he died, so John was
given the nick-name John
Lackland.

In 1189, all of Henry’s estates
went to his oldest son, Richard
I, better known as Richard the
Lionheart.




[image: image6.png]In 1191, Richard left England to
embark on the Third Crusade.
He left John in charge of the
country. John’s reputation as a
leader had been severely

Jehn in @[%a@?@@m

dented as far back as 1185
when Henry II sent him to
Ireland to rule. John proved to
be a disaster and within six
months he was sent home.




[image: image7.png]In 1192, Richard was imprisoned
by Duke Leopold of Austria as he
returned from the Crusades. John
tried to seize the crown from his
brother but failed. In 1194, when

Richard finally returned home,
John was forgiven.

In 1199, Richard was killed in
France and John became king of
England.
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In 1202, John’s nephew, Arthur of Brittany, was
murdered. Many believed that John was responsible
for his murder and they rebelled agamst him. In
1204, John’s army was f ==
defeated and John had no

choice but to retreat. He

was given a new nickname - |
John Softsword. To pay for [{{#f%
the defeat, John increased :
taxes in England.




[image: image9.png]Quarrels with the Church

T

In 1207 John quarreled with s==—=
the pope over who should be
Archbishop of Canterbury.

The pope excommunicated

John and put England under
a Church law that stated
that no christening or
marriage would be legal
until the time the pope said
that they would be.
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Church law said that only christened people could
get to Heaven while children born out of marriage
were doomed to Hell. People in England were very
religious and this worried s

them. Theyblamedone §

person for the problem -
John.
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In 1213, John had to give in and allow the pope to
have full control of the spiritual well-being of the
country. In the same year, John lost another

to the French. This defeat & = ¢

resulted in England losing
all her land and 3
possessions in France. This [
was too much for the
barons in England. In 1214, @&
they rebelled. '
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John and the rebels met at
Runnymede, a meadow next to 4
the River Thames, in June 1215. It}
was here that a great charter ;
was drawn up. This charter later

became known as Magna Carta,
which means ‘Great Charter’ in
Latin. It contained a long list of
privileges that King John granted |
to all free men and women. Ak
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John promised to:

* protect the rights of the English
Church

* rule more justly

* take less money from his subjects

* remove his most unpopular officials

* return all hostages

* expel all foreign mercenary soldiers in his army
from the kingdom
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One of the most
important promises that
King John made in the
Magna Carta was that

no free man was to be
arrested, imprisoned or
in any other way ruined,
without a fair trial.




[image: image15.png]Unfortunately for the barons, King John failed to
keep to the terms of Magna Carta. He wrote to Pope
Innocent III, and the pope said that John did not
have to observe Magna Carta. War broke out again

in England.
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By 1216, John was ill. He

also lost all of his treasure

when he tried to take a e
shortcut across a stretch of Eiee....

water in the Wash,
Lincolnshire. As the tide
rose, his baggage train was
engulfed. Just a few days
later, John died and was
succeeded by Henry IIIL





