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Laurence Stephen Lowry
was an English artist,
famous for his drawings
and paintings of industrial
areas around Salford, in

the North West of
England.

He drew landscapes that
included human figures,
often called ‘matchstick
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Lowry was born on November 1st,
1887, at 8 Barrett Street,
Stretford, Lancashire.

His mother, Elizabeth, had been

hoping for a girl and didn’t even
like to look at Lowry at first. His
father, Robert, was a clerk for the
Jacob Earnshaw and Son Property
Company. Lowry described him as
a ‘cold fish’ because he was very
quiet and shy.
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Lowry attended the local o ek :
school in Victoria Park. ;

He was a quiet boy and

did not make many

friends. He didn’t really

stand out in any

academic subjects. From

the age of 8 he loved to

draw, when he was 15

he began private

painting classes.
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In 1905 Lowry started

to attend the

Manchester Municipal
College of Art. In 1915

he graduated to the
Salford School of Art,
where he stayed until
1925. While studying in
Salford he developed his
interest in scenes from
industrial life.




 [image: image6.png]Lowry’s father died in 1932. His
mother became depressed and was
bedridden. Lowry had to care for his
mother during the day, he would only

paint after she had fallen asleep.

He produced a lot of self portraits
during this period, which became
known as the ‘Horrible Heads’ series.
His mother died in 1939, she never
got to see his success.
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Lowry served as a volunteer
fire watcher in Manchester
during the Second World War.
He was offered a position as a

war artist, and eventually
became an official war artist in
1943.

In 1953 he was appointed
Official Artist at the coronation
of Elizabeth IIL.




 [image: image8.png]After his mother died Lowry
became depressed. He stopped
looking after his house and it @
was repossessed in 1948.

Lowry bought ‘The Elms’ in
Mottram, Cheshire. He
thought the house was ugly
and uncomfortable but he
stayed there for the rest of his

life.
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Lowry liked to visit Sunderland
County Durham, and paint
scenes of the beach, the nearby
ports and coal mines. If he

didn’t have a sketchbook with
him, he would draw in pencil or
charcoal, on the back of scrap
paper such as envelopes,
serviettes and cloakroom tickets. |
He would present these sketches |
to people sitting nearby.
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Although Lowry painted
throughout his life, he was also

working as a clerk at the Pall
Mall Property Company. He

worked there until 1952, on his 4
65th birthday. Many people

did not know that Lowry was
working, he kept it a secret,
possibly because he wanted to

be considered as a serious

artist.
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Lowry was awarded honorarg
degrees by Manchester, Salford
and Liverpool. The Halle
Orchestra performed a concert
for his 77th birthday. Prime

Minister Harold Wilson used
Lowry’s painting ‘The Pond’ as
his official Christmas card. He
was offered an OBE, a CBE,
and a knighthood, but he
turned them all down.




 [image: image12.png]Lowry died of pneumonia at the
Woods Hospital in Glossop,
Derbyshire, on February 23rd 1976.
He was 88 years old. He was buried

in Chorlton’s Southern Cemetery in
Manchester, next to his parents.
Lowry’s works are popular because
they are different to most other
artists’ works. They often sell for
millions of pounds.
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The Lowry Centre, on Salford
Quays, was opened in 2000.
It cost £106 million to build.
It houses 55 paintings and

278 drawings by the artist —
the world’s largest collection
of his work. The Lowry
Centre is a popular tourist
destination for visitors to
North West England.





