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Mary Seacole was a nurse during |
the Crimean War. She nursed
sick and wounded British
soldiers.

During battles she gave out

clothes, food and blankets.

She was known as ‘Mother
Seacole by the soldiers who were
very grateful for her help and
kindness.
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Mary was born in
Kingston, Jamaica, in

1805. Her mother was MARY JANE GRANT SEACOLE '\
(1805-1881 .
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James Grant. Her father’s
regiment were stationed in

Jamaica until 1815. He
may have died or been
sent back to Britain.
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Mary lived at home with
her brother Edward and
her sister Louisa. Mary’s
mother Jane was a nurse
and healer. Though we

don’t know if Mary went
to school we do know
that she learned a lot. By
the age of 12 she was
helping her mother nurse
sick people, many of them
were British soldiers.
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Mary first visited Britain

when she was 15. She R Ty,
travelled by ship, along = MARY '
with her relatives. She VIARY

landed at Bristol then £ E /’\(,() L |

took a stagecoach to
London. Mary stayed in
London for about a year. |
When she was 18 she
visited England again and
stayed for two years.
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Mary’s mother used lots
of different plants in her
medicines and Mary did
the same. However, Mary
also learned the medicines

used by British Army
doctors. Mary and her
mother ran a hotel which
was more like a hospital —
Soldiers and their wives
rested there after being ill. |¥
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In 1836 Mary . >
married Edwin

Seacole, an

Englishman.

Together they ran a

shop. Edwin was a
sick man; Mary
nursed him until he
died in 1844.
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In 1854 news reached
Jamaica that the
Crimean War had
begun. British soldiers
left Jamaica and

travelled to Russia to
fight in the war. Mary
wanted to help, she
decided she must go
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Mary arrived in Britain three
days before Florence
Nightingale left for the Crimea,
with a group of nurses. Mary
offered to be a nurse too but

was told no more were needed.
Mary wondered if she was
turned away because of her
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In London Mary met
Thomas Day, a friend from
Panama. They agreed to
go to the Crimea together.
In January 1855 Mary set

off by ship. She took
medicines and stores with
her. In Turkey she visited
the Army hospital and met
Florence Nightingale. Then
she took a ship across the
Black Sea to the Crimea.
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Many soldiers were wounded in the battles; more
were sick, cold, dirty and hungry. Soldiers had to
buy their own food — the Army didn't look after
them. Mary Seacole and Thomas Day opened the

British Hotel and store.

It was a hut made of |
metal sheets. The Hotel |
was close to Balaclava
where a battle was

fought in October




[image: image12.png]Melping the Seldiers

Mary’s hotel served hot
food and drinks. She also
set up a store selling
warm clothes, blankets,
boots and saddles for

horses. Mary bought
vegetables from the local
market and nursed sick
and wounded men.




[image: image13.png]"Mether Seace

Mary cooked food the e
soldiers liked and were j
familiar with, including

stews and rice pudding.

She was so kind to sick
soldiers that they began
calling her ‘Mother
Seacole’.
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Mary rode out on
horseback, close to
the flghtlng. She
was very brave.
Mary was the first
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The war finally ended in
1856, the soldiers went
home, so Mary closed her
hotel and store and went
back to Britain. In

London soldiers wrote
letters to the newspapers
praising Mary’s work in
the Crimea.
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Mary wrote a book about her
life called Wonderful Adventures
of Mrs Seacole in Many Lands.
She became famous. She was

awarded medals by Britain,
France and Turkey for her

Whandesfil Aot
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[image: image17.png]Mary had a quiet life after the
war ended. People in Britain
raised money to help her live in

London and she also had a
home in Jamaica where she

spent the winters. Mary died in
1881 and was buried in |
London. In her will she left
money to her relatives, to
Thomas Day, and to setup a  §
home for dead soldiers’ children. 8
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For 100 years Mary Seacole was nearly forgotten.
Then people began reading about her and wanted to
know more. Nurses in Jamaica were first to make
her famous again — they named a bulldlng after her.
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Mary did things few other
women of her time did.
She made her own way in
the world, as a single
woman and as a person of

mixed race. She was proud
to be half Scottish and half
Jamaican. Many people
respected her. She helped
everyone she met, mixing
medicine with kindness.





