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Mary Stuart was born
at Linlithgow Palace in
1542. She was the ,
daughter of James V of
Scotland and his French
wife, Mary of Guise.
She became Queen of
Scotland when she was
six days old, after her
father died at the
Battle of Solway Moss.
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A marriage was arranged
between Mary and Edward,
the only son of Henry VIII,
King of England. It was
broken when the Scots
decided they preferred an
alliance with France. Mary
was sent to live in France for
her own safety.
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In 1558 Mary married
Francis, heir to the French
throne. They became king
and queen of France in
1559. Francis however
died from an ear infection
the following year. Mary
was no longer Queen of
France and so she
returned to rule Scotland.
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Shortly before her return the
Scottish Lords had changed
the religion of Scotland from
Roman Catholicism to
Protestantism. Mary was a
Roman Catholic and she
refused to give up her
religion, this annoyed the
Lords. They also didn't like
Mary being in charge as they &
wanted power for themselves.|
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Mary tried hard to keep her country together and
made a bad choice for her second husband;
Henry Stuart, Lord Darnley. He and Mary had a
son, James, who
would later become
James VI of Scotland.
Mary and Henry's
marriage was both
unpopular and
unhappy.
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Darnley started to plot against Mary, but Mary’s
supporters got to him first. He was blown up in
an explosion outside Edinburgh, at a place known
as Kirk O'Field. Darnley’s murder horrified some
of the Scottish Lords many thought Marg was to
blame. “‘
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James Hepburn, the Earl of Bothwell, one of
Mary's supporters, then persuaded her to marry
him. Mary's marriage
to Bothwell further angered
the Scottish Lords. They
didn't want the
power-hungry Bothwell as
King, especially since they
suspected him as being the
man who killed Mary’s
second husband.
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The Scottish Lords raised an army and met Mary
and Bothwell's army at Carberry Hill, outside
Edinburgh. The Lords demanded Mary give up
Bothwell and in return they% :
would allow her to remain %
Queen. Bothwell
disappeared but instead of
being treated as Queen,
Mary was held prisoner at
Loch Leven Castle.
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At Loch Leven, the Lords forced Mary to give up
her throne for her son James. She escaped from
Loch Leven and gathered an army to fight her
enemies. Mary’s
army was badly
defeated so she
fled to England,
hoping to get help
from her cousin,
Queen Elizabeth L.
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Elizabeth didn’t know what
to do with Mary. Mary
had a claim to the English X
throne as she and Elizabeth | /
were first cousins, once £
removed. Because Mary
was a Roman Catholic
many thought she was the
rightful Queen rather than §
Elizabeth who was
Protestant.
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Elizabeth was scared to
let Mary go free in
case she attempted to
take her throne. Mary
was held prisoner in
England for almost 19
years. Many people
tried to persuade
Elizabeth to execute
her cousin but
Elizabeth refused.
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In 1586 some letters were
found. They showed that
Mary was involved in a
plot to escape and have
Elizabeth killed. Elizabeth
was furious but still did
not want to sign Mary’s
death warrant. Eventually
Elizabeth did sign it and
Mary was beheaded at
Fotheringhay Castle on
8th February 1587.




[image: image14.png]Her Final Resting Place
Elizabeth ruled England until her death in 1603.
She had no children of her own so it was Mary’s
son, James VI of Scotland, who became King
James I of England. James had his mother’s
body moved to Y O O
Westminster :

Abbey. Her
tomb lies
opposite that of
her cousin,
Elizabeth I.





