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The Pilgrims, also known as
separatists, were a group of
people from England who
travelled to New England,
North America, in order to
start a colony where they

would be free to practice
their own religion.




 [image: image3.png]In 1534 King Henry VIII of
England decided to make his own
church, The Church of England.
Many people did not like the new
church and didn't want to follow
it, they were called separatists.

Separatists were imprisoned and
even killed for their beliefs. They
decided to leave England and
find a place where they could




 [image: image4.png]The separatists travelled to
Holland and eventually to a
town called Leiden. They lived
there peacefully for over a
decade. As time passed, they
became concerned that their
children were losing touch with
their English roots. They decided
they needed to move again, they
chose the New World as the
place for their new home.




 [image: image5.png]The separatists wanted to
leave but they would need a
lot of money to travel to
America. Early in 1620 a man
named Thomas Weston
travelled to Leiden to offer a

proposal to the separatists.

He had collected money from
a group of 70 London
merchants and would use it to
fund their journey.




 [image: image6.png]In return for the money used

to transport them to the New
World, the separatists agreed
to send goods including wood,
furs and fish, back to England

for 7 years until the debt was
paid. Weston also helped
secure a piece of land, at the
mouth of the Hudson River, on
which the separatists could
build their new colony.
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Two ships were bought for the _
separatists, the ‘Speedwell’ and | 4
the ‘Mayflower’. The /
‘Speedwell’ was to bring them

from Holland to Southampton,
England. On July 31st 1620

the Leiden people had a farewell
dinner. Later that evening they R
set out from Leiden and became
Pilgrims, on the first step of




 [image: image8.png]On August 15th the two ships

set out to sea but the ‘Speedwell’

began leaking and both ships

had to turn back. After another
try they decided to leave the P
‘Speedwell’ behind. On

September 16th the Mayflower,
26 crew members and 102
Pilgrims sailed from Plymouth,
heading for the New World.
This time they didn’t turn back.




 [image: image9.png]Veyege to @he Now World|

The journey from England to the
New World took 66 days. It was
a difficult voyage with storms and
rough seas. While at sea one
person died and one (Oceanus

Hopkins) was born. Because of the
storms and the rocky, dangerous
coasts, the Mayflower had to doc
in Cape Cod Bay rather than the




 [image: image10.png]Before going ashore the Pilgrims drew
up a compact for the government of
the colony. They chose John Carver as
governor for the first year. This
agreement may have been the first

written constitution in the world. It
was an agreement on how the colony
would be run. It was signed by all of
the adult males (41 in total) on
November 11th 1620, as the
Mayflower entered Cape Cod harbour.




[image: image11.png]A group of men set out to try
and find a site for their new
colony. It was winter and
much of the land was buried
under half a foot of snow.

Eventually they chose
Plymouth harbour as a landing
place and on December 16th
they landed on a barren stretch
of rock, since known as
Plymouth Rock.
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Throughout the winter
most of the women and
children remained on the
Mayflower while the
men went ashore to
build new homes for

them. The men would




 [image: image13.png]Over 40 people died during
those first few months. They
became sick because of the
cold, the poor food and the
stress of the voyage. In spring

the Mayflower returned to
England with her crew, all of
the Pilgrims chose to remain in
Plymouth and continued
building their new home.





