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 [image: image2.png]In 1066, William the
Conqueror of Normandy,
France, invaded Britain.
At the battle of Hastings,
King Harold of England
was killed, William was
later crowned king. After
the Normans conquered
England the Feudal
System was introduced
and life changed for
many people.




 [image: image3.png]Feudalism is a system of
government, where land
is given to people, in
return for service to the
Kings army. After

William I was crowned,
he gave titles and land to
men who had fought with
him. The barons and
lords ruled over the
people who lived on their
land.
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In the Middle Ages land was broken up into fiefs. Fiefs
could be inherited by a Lord’s oldest son, or
reassigned, but they could not be sold.

Each fief included at least one village, huts for
serfs, a manor house or castle, and land for
farming and hunting.
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Lords were responsible for
protecting their land; many
of them began building
castles to provide shelter
during attacks. The first
castles were made of wood,
but they were easy to burn
down. By 1100 many
\\ castles were built of stone.

Buildings were built inside a
thick outer wall; commoners

= would rush into the castle
when danger approached.
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The nobility included kings, lords, knights and ladies.
» Most lived in drafty, dark castles, or manor houses,
that were built for protection rather than comfort.

A lord had nearly
complete control over
the people who lived
fl on his land, and he
was expected to
settle all disputes.
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In medieval times all women,
whether ladies or serfs, had
no rights. Women were
expected to have children and
take care of their homes.
They were considered to be
the property of their husband.
Women, and especially
noblewomen, were not
allowed to choose their own
husband, instead their fathers
chose for them.
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Serfs were bound to the

manor, they were not slaves

but they could not leave the
. manor without permission.
They were punished if they did
not work and, if the manor
was sold, the serfs stayed with
the land. Serfs could buy their
freedom, and become peasants,
but few ever could. Peasants
were free to travel between
different fiefs and work
wherever they chose.
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Reltgton was very meortant
to people in medieval times.
The Catholic Church owned
a lot of land and people had
to give a tithe, or one tenth,
of everything they produced,
including crops, eggs and
animals, to the church.
Bishops and abbots were
rich and powerful. Many
monasteries and convents
were established during the
Middle Ages.
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When William the Conqueror
became king, he wanted to
know how much tax he
. could expect from the people
i who lived in England.
He sent officers to nearly
everg hamlet in the country;
[88\ they had to count every pig,
f: [ person, farm and rooster in

‘ ithe kingdom. Their reports
= were entered in a book
~ called the Domesday Book.




 [image: image11.png]' The Black Death was a
plague that started in Asia
in the 1340’s. It spread
throughout Africa and
Europe, carried by the fleas
living on rats that travelled
on trade ships. The plague
killed over one third of
Europe’s population. Whole

\ families and villages were

| wiped out.
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People in the middle ages
had to behave in a certain
way. Knights followed a
Code of Chivalry which
gave them rules to follow
regarding their behaviour.
Knights had to be brave in
battle, defend the church,
keep their promises and
treat noblewomen with
respect.
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In each fief, if anyone was
accused of a crime, the lord
was the judge and jury.
Criminals were harshly
punished for even the smallest
of crimes and were often
carried out in public. This was
done so other people would not
commit the same crime. Fines,
being placed in the stocks,
cutting off a part of the body
and death were the most
common forms of punishment.





