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In the past kings and queens
believed that they were
chosen by God to rule, and
that they were only
answerable to God. The

monarch’s word was law and
they could do whatever they
liked with their country,

estates, and even the people
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The first challenge to the powers of the monarchy
came in 1215, when King John was fo

Magna Carta. Some of
the statements included
in the Magna Carta had

a huge impact on the
future powers of the
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Magna Carta said; no man
could be punished or
imprisoned without a fair trial;
the Church had to be left
alone; John could not raise

taxes without the agreement
of the barons. It meant that
John, and future monarchs,

could no longer do whatever
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Magna Carta put some
noticable limits on John's
power. It made the king
subject to the law,
provided protections for

his subjects, and assured
the nobles that they
would keep their lands
and have a say in the
government.




[image: image6.png]The Great Councils

Kings and queens continued to wield great power,
but they also involved the nobility and the senior
clergy in major decisions. English monarchs held
Great Councils, consisting i

of archbishops, bishops,

abbots, barons and earls.
These Great Councils
later became known as
the Parliament of




[image: image7.png]Parliomentary Po 59

The authority of Parliament
grew under Edward III; it was
established that no law could
be made, nor any tax levied,

without the consent of both
Houses - House of Commons
and the House of Lords, and the
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The Tudor monarchy was
powerful and there were
several years when
parliament did not sit at all.
Tudor monarchs realised

that they needed parliament
to agree with their decisions,
so that people would not
blame the king or queen for
bad decisions.
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When Elizabeth I died in 1603,

King James I, became the first ]
Stuart king. Stuart kings believed
they had the Divine Right to rule.
This meant that they believed they

were not subject to the will of
their people, the aristocracy, or
any other estate of the realm,
including the Church.
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In 1628 members of Parliament
were worried that the king,
Charles I, was ignoring their
requests and unfairly using his
royal powers.

The House of Commons
submitted to Charles I the
Petition of Right, which
demanded the restoration of
their rights.
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Though he accepted the petition, Charles ignored it.
He later dissolved Parllament and ruled without
them for eleven years.|

Relations between the .
king and Parliament |
worsened, eventually |
leading to the English
Civil War which began &
in October 1642.
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Charles I was beheaded in
1649. For a while, England
didn't even have a
monarch; it had a
Protectorate under Oliver

Cromwell, but that fell
apart when Cromwell
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On 8 May Parliament proclaimed that King Charles
IT had been the lawful monarch since the execution
of Charles I. Charles returned
from exile. He was crowned at
Westminster Abbey on 23 April

1661. The Monarchy was restored.
However, Parliament limited his
royal powers - he had no right to
suspend any laws which had been
put in place by Parliament.
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Following the death of Charles
II, his son James II took the
throne. James II was Catholic.
He was forced off the throne in
the Glorious Revolution by

William and Mary in 1688. The
next year the new monarchs ¥
signed the Bill of Rights, creating
a constitutional monarchy, in
which royal power was limited.
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In 1701 Parliament ruled that it
should decide the succession, as
William and Mary had no
children. The throne was passed
to Anne, Mary’s sister.

The Act of Settlement, in 1701,
declared that Parliament would
decide who the next monarch
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The Act of Union in 1707 saw
the English and Scottish
Parliaments join together, with
a new flag and name: Great
Britain. Queen Anne was the
first official Sovereign of
Great Britain. When Anne died
Parliament decided to give the
crown to the House of
Hanover.
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King George I spent very little
time in England, and the country
needed someone torunitona
daily basis. Robert Walpole was
the leading cabinet minister and

is viewed as Britain’s first prime
minister. The old idea of an
absolute monarchy, with the
king or queen being in charge of
all things was gone forever.
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