[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]Who was Cloude Monet?

Claude Monet was a French artist. He
was born in Paris on November 14th 1840.
He became a very famous painter. He
developed a style of painting called
'impressionism’.
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Monet did not like school, he loved to
spend his time walking along the beach
near his home in La Havre. At school he
learned to draw funny cartoons of people.
By the time he was 15 he was selling his
cartoons.
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When he was 19 Monet decided to leave
home and travel to Paris to learn how to
paint. He made friends with lots of other
painters and together they developed a
new style of painting which would change
art forever!
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Monet's paintings are not like photos. But
when you look at them, you get the
impression of life and movement. That's
why Monet is called an 'Impressionist'.
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Monet liked o live in places with
beautiful gardens. When he grew old, he
built a Japanese bridge and a water-lily
pond in his biggest and most beautiful
garden in Giverny. There he stayed for
his last 12 years, painting his bridge and
water-lilies.
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Monet liked to go outside and sit in front
of what he was painting. He loved to look
at all of the different, changing colours.
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When Monet painted he did not mix all of
his colours on the canvas. He would paint
in blobs of colour. This helps you to
imagine the painting as being full of
movement and life.
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Several years before he died, Monet lost
his sight. His stepdaughter had to stand
beside him and select the colours for him

to use.
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Monet continued to paint almost to the
time of his death, on December 5, 1926,
at Giverny. His work influenced many of
the artists who came later, including Van
Gogh.











