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[image: image2.png]What is a Mosque?

A mosque is a place of worship for muslims
(followers of Islam). In Arabic it is called a

Masjid.




[image: image3.png]InsldcaMosqun-ShocRachs

People do not wear
shoes in the prayer
hall or in other areas
of the mosque. In the

find a shoe rack.
When people enter
the mosque they
remove their shoes
and store them in the
rack.




[image: image4.png]Inside a Mosquc- Washlng

Before praying
muslims must wash
their ears,hands, arms
upto the elbow, feet
and faces. This ritual
cleansing is called

wudu. Larger
mosques have special
washrooms for this.
Some mosques may
have fountains or
outdoor pools which
are used for wudu.
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The prayer hall,
known as the musalla,
has no furniture, this
is to allow as many
worshipers as possible
to fit into the room.

Some prayer halls

have carpet which is
marked into individual §
prayer mats.




[image: image6.png]Usually found opposite
the entrance to the prayer
hall is the giblah wall.

On the quiblah wall,
usually at its centre, is a

niche called the mihrab.
The mihrab shows the
direction of Mecca.
Muslims pray in rows
facing the giblah wall.
The Imam usually leads

r prayers from the mihrab.




[image: image7.png]The minbar is a raised
pulpit. It is sometimes
found at the side of the
mihrab. Sometimes,

Prayers, sermons are
read from the minbar.
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Muslims are required to
pray 5 times a day.
These times change
throughout the year.

In the mosque you may
find a plaque with 6

clock faces. The first 5
show the times for daily
prayers, the 6th clock
face shows the time for
the prayers on Friday
afternoon.
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Pictures of people or
animals are not used tog
decorate the walls of &
mosques. Instead you
may find beautiful
Arabic calligraphy,

geometric patterns or
strings of prayer beads
decorating the walls.
These things all help
people to concentrate
on their prayers.
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As well as being a place |
of worship, mosques

are places where

children can learn

about the Qur'an and
how to read and write

the Arabic language.

The Madrassa is the

mosque school.

Lessons are usually held # .
at weekends or after

school hours.




[image: image11.png]Inside @ Mosque: Minaret

A minaret is a tall,
thin tower. It is
usually found in one
corner of the
mosque. Before the
five daily prayers, a

muezzin calls the
worshippers to
prayer from the
minaret.
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Subha or tasbih beads

can be found around the g

mosque. The 949 beads

are divided into 3 sets of

33 by slightly larger

beads.

The strings of beads help |
worshippers think about
Allah; each bead stands




[image: image13.png]Inside @ Mosque: Women's Area

Men and women pray separately in mosques.
Some mosques have screened off areas where
women can pray. Other mosques have a
screened balcony for women or a separate
prayer room which can only be used by women.


























