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MWhat is a Natural Disaster?
™ Natural Disasters are S
Mdisasters which are

4 caused by natural

®Iphenomena. Most are

¥ caused by different

®weather conditions

¥4 though some are

v caused by 4

™ earthquakes or

s volcanoes.
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 [image: image3.png]Hurricanes are severe tropical
storms. They form in the

hd Southern Atlantic Ocean,

4 Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico

Hurricanes have winds of at
Nl least 74 miles per hour. The
£ wind, heavy rain and storm

<

Y hurricanes reach land.
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Tornado winds can be as

wd fast as 300 miles per
Jhour. When they touch

Torrm

4middle of powerful
4 thunderstorms and a

¥4 as funnel shaped clouds.



 [image: image5.png]Earthquakes happen along
@ 'Fault Lines' in the Earth's &=

»
d Severe earthquakes, over
45.0 on the Richter scale,

™4 can cause severe damage

®4 to buildings, roads and
§other things in the area.




 [image: image6.png]A tsunami is a series of huge
pq waves. A tsunami happens
d of ter an undersea earthquake <=8
or volcanic eruption. -
The big waves can travel at

450 miles per hour in open
sea. When they reach
shallower water the waves can
grow to 100 feet high before
smashing upon the shore, :
destroying buildings and

Y causing severe flooding.
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 [image: image7.png]ey A volcano is a mountain that
Y sits above a pool of molten
drock below the Earth's
_Jsurface.

4 When pressure builds up

®Jeruptions occur. Eruptions can
{ cause lava flows, hot ash

d flows, mudslides, falling ash
“1and rocks, avalanches,
™ earthquakes and tsunamis.
*4 They can cause massive

Y devastation over a large area
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v An avalanche is a moving mass [

g of snow. It may contain ice,

§ soil, rocks and uprooted

L] frees.

£°4 Avalanches begin when an

8 unstable mass of snow breaks |
™ away from a mountain side  §
jd and slides downhill. They can §
B move at up to 245 miles per

" hour. Over one million

P avalanches occur every year.

& Avalanches can be deadly.




 [image: image9.png]Wlldflr'es happen every year
M in hot, dry areas. They can
od occur naturally or be started
by accident. Wildfires can

AIThough they can be

w4 dangerous to people and

“danimals, natural wildfires are

™4 an essential part of the life

®4 of a forest with new growth
Y following the destruction.




 [image: image10.png]v Flooding can happen

d because of heavy
hdrain, when rivers

4 overflow, when snow
" melts too fast or

8 when dams break.

o Flooding can be a few
d inches of water or it
£ can cover a house.
£*4 Floods which happen
P quickly are called

NS flashfloods.
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A drought occurs when an
drain over a long period of
forest and

d area doesn

‘

t have enough

ime. Without water crops|
hrivel and die
o if the drought is extreme.

gr'ass fires occur more
§often and animals may die
JA few months without
enough rainfall can begin
to turn a forest into a
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