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New Zealanders, or

Kiwis’ as they are also
known, are accustomed
to being isolated. In the

past most Kiwis were
farmers but now most live
in cities. More people live
in the city of Auckland on
North Island than live on
the whole of South
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Rugby is the
favourite sport and
nearly everyone
follows the national

team, the All
Blacks. New
Zealanders also
enjoy cricket, golf,
netball, football
and tennis.
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Tourism is an important industry in
New Zealand with over two million
visitors each year. Tourists visit to
look at its nature areas, visit its

cities and also to take part in
adventure holidays which include
bungee jumping, surfing, mountain
climbing and other exciting
activities. Visitors also come to view
the amazing landscapes, as seen in
films such as Lord of the Rings.
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New Zealand has more
than 50 volcanoes, some
of which are still active
today. Sharp snowy

peaks, rocky shores and
huge pastures make up
the landscape of New
Zealand. It is also home
to fjords, glaciers, geysers,
rainforests and miles of
unspoiled beaches.
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Because New Zealand is so far away
from other countries it has wildlife
which cannot be seen anywhere else
in the world. Nearly all the land
animals are birds, most of which
cannot fly. In the last 1000 years
half of the animals on the islands
have become extinct. Deforestation
and new animals introduced by the
Maori and Europeans caused most
of these extinctions.
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Mere abeut Wildlije
The draining of swamp lands is
threatening many native animals,

including the kiwi bird, the
national bird of New Zealand. The

giant weta is a relative of crickets.
It weighs three times more than a
mouse and is considered one of
the world’s heaviest insects. Pilot
and humpback whales also visit
the islands and orcas come to
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Weadher anal Climate

New Zealand is mostly a
cool temperate to warm
temperate climate. Snow
is common in New

Zealand’s South Island
but very rare in the
northern parts of North
Island. The country is
hit by a tropical cyclone
once every eight to nine
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New Zealand is
probably best known
for its lamb, much of
the countryside is

sheep farming land.
There are almost 40
million sheep. New
Zealand also exports
butter, kiwifruit and
wine.
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New Zealand is a
remote group of islands
in the south-eastern
Pacific Ocean. Its two

main islands, North
and South Islands, are
separated by the Cook
Strait. Australia is its
nearest neighbour, and
it is 1,600km or 1,000
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New Zealand
New Zealand is home
to over 4 million

North Island
people. It covers an

area of 269,577
square kilometres or

103,883 square miles.
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The islands that make up
New Zealand were created
23 million years ago, when
land was forced up, out of
the ocean by volcanic forces.
The Maori people arrived by
canoe from Polynesia around
1000AD. In the 1600s the
Dutch explorer Abel Tasman
visited the island but left
after be'mg attacked.
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In 1769 Captain James Cook
came to the islands. The British
settled on the island and
signed a treaty with the Maori

people. The Maori fought the
British, who seized their land,
but peace was restored in the
1870s. New Zealand was part
of the British Empire until
1947, when it became an
independent country.
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In 1865 Wellington became the
capital city of New Zealand. It is
at the southwestern tip of the
North Island and is home to

nearly 400,000 people. Wellington

is the world’s southernmost capital §
city. It is home to Parliament and
other Government Ministries and
Departments. The city centre has a
large arts, café, shopping and
nightlife scene.





