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The Normans that invaded England in 1066, came from
Normandy, in Northern France. However, they were
originally Vikings from Scandinavia.
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At the beginning of the tenth century, the French King gave
some land to a Viking chief named Rollo. He gave them the
land so that the Vikings would stop attacking France

Northmannia, the land

of the Northmen. It was |
later shortened to
Normandy. By the year ¥
1000 the Normans '
:|spoke only French and

i Jhad become Christians.




[image: image4.png]William was the son of
Robert, Duke of
Normandy. He was born
at Falaise Castle,
Normandy, in either

1027 or 1028. His
father died in 1035 and
William became Duke of
Normandy.
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thltam was a distant cousin /7
of the English King, Edward r :
the Confessor. William
claimed that Edward, who
had no children, had

promised him the Throne of
England. When he heard that}
Harold Godwinson had been
crowned King, in January

:| 1066, he decided to invade

‘| England.




[image: image6.png]Harold was born around 1020.
His father, Earl Godwin, was
one of the richest men in
England. After his father’s
death Harold became a
supporter of Edward the
Confessor. He claimed that
Edward had promised him the
throne on his deathbed, and

;| that he was the rightful King

| of England.
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[image: image7.png]Harald was King of Norway.
Like William and Harold, he
believed he should be the new
King of England, following the
death of King Edward. He

claimed that Edward had
seized the English throne from
the Norwegians in 1042 and
that it should rightfully be

;| returned to them.




[image: image8.png]Tostig, the son of Earl Godwin of
Wessex, and brother of Harold , was
born in about 1025. When Harold
succeeded to the throne in 1066, Tostig
went to Normandy and met William the

Conqueror. Tostig offered to help William
against his brother and it was agreed
that his army would sail to England . In
1066 Tostig went to Norway to meet
:|King Hardrada. He agreed to join the
‘Jcampaign against his brother Harold.
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On September 30th, 1066,
Harald Hardrada and Tostig
brought 300 ships and sailed

up the river Humber. They
landed just south of York.

An army was mustered but

they were easily beaten by the

invaders. King Harold’s army

was in the south, waiting to

:| defend against the Norman
invasion. He didn’t know what
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King Harold decided to march north and meet the
Norwegians. He thought he could defeat them and return
south before the Normans e

reached England.
On September 25th, at

Stamford Bridge, the English

army had a strong victory.

Harald and hundreds of
Norwegian soldiers died.
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While celebrating their recent
victory, at a huge banquet in

York, news arrived that
William of Normandy had

landed on the south coast of

England.

King Harold and his army of

3000 men, already tired after
.|the last battle, had to march
£| south to meet the Normans.
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The battle began at 7am, on 73 ‘

October 14th, 1066. It lasted

all day. William made many m

attacks but couldn't get through

Harold’s shield wall. In the

afternoon a Saxon thought he
heard the Normans shouting

that William was dead. The
Saxons, thinking they could win, <
:| broke the shield wall and chased [{f
|| the Normans down the hill.
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The Norman horsemen then turned around, charging into
the Saxon soldiers, and breaking through what was left of
the shield wall. Harold’s 3000 soldiers had no chance
against William's army of &* ™ - v/

3000 knights and 5000

foot soldiers. At the end
of the day it was
discovered that King
Harold had been killed,

:| possibly by an arrow that §
| hit him in the eye.




[image: image14.png]After his victory at
Hastings, William
marched to Dover, to
seize the English

Treasury, and then on
to London. He was
crowned King, in
Westminster Abbey, on
.|December 25th, 1066. |
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Odo of Bayeux, one of V&7=fF /7 4?& 77 %
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friends, is thought to
have commissioned the

Tapestry in 1067. It

was made to celebrate

and record the events

leading up to the battle,
.and its aftermath. It is

on display in Bayeux,
i|France.





