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[image: image2.png]What is an Orchestra?

An orchestra is a large

group of musicians who

play together. A smaller m=
orchestra (about 50 Nl
players or less) is called a |8
Chamber Orchestra.

Large groups (100 or
more players) are
sometimes called a
Symphony or Philharmonic
Orchestra.




 [image: image3.png]Instruments in an Ore

There are
four main
groups of
instruments in

an orchestra. g

The groups
are Strings,
Brass,
Percussion
and
Woodwind.

hestra




 [image: image4.png]N The String Family

\ There are five instruments in the string family.

Four of them look similar to each other but




 [image: image5.png]The harp is also part of
the string family. The
harp is different to
other string instruments.
It has about 45 strings
stretched across a

triangular frame. The
musician plays it by
plucking the strings. The
string section is often
the largest section of




 [image: image6.png]Woodwind Instruments

Originally all instruments
in this group were made of
wood but today some are
made of different

» materials e.g. the flute is

made of metal. The
different instruments in

Clarinet, Bass Clarinet,
Bassoon, Contrabassoon




 [image: image7.png]Brass ITnstruments
The Brass Family is made

up of four instruments, all

of which are made from

brass. Brass instruments

have a mouthpiece which i

shaped like a cup. Brass

players ‘buzz’ their lips
against this cup, making

this family include the
French Horn, Trumpet,
Trombone and Tuba.
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| Orchestras use many

kinds of percussion

instruments. Percussion
instruments are usually

played by hitting them

with sticks or beaters. PR\

Common percussion //“\U N \\\
instruments include

drums, triangle, gong,

cymbals, tambourine

and xylophone though

there are many more.




 [image: image9.png]Keyboards

Some orchestras also use
keyboards in their music
productions.

They may

include Piano,
Harpsichord

or Organ.
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The conductor has a
very important job.
They tell the musicians
when to play, when to
stop, when to play
loudly and when to play

quietly. The conductor
uses a baton to tell the
orchestra what the
beat for the piece of
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The Conductor moves his
baton through the air to
show the musicians what
to do. When he starts
the beat, the musicians
start to play, when he

stops the musicians stop.
He can make the beat \
sign big for loud playing
or small for quiet parts





