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A pirate is a sailor
who steals things
from other ships or

from towns along
the coast. They

i pesaneleplagee o




[image: image3.png]= When were there pirates
There are still some pirates
who rob people today but
the pirates we usually
think about lived hundreds

of years ago. The golden
age of piracy was between

1650 and 1720.




[image: image4.png]Pirates have existed
since ancient times.
Roman ships might
be stopped by

pirates who would
steal their cargos of
olive oil and grain.
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P pirates reallly bury treasure? Gl
Pirates would steal lots of [T SES——,
treasure from ships

carrying gold, jewels and ¢

coins.

They would hide treasure
on small islands, often
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Pirates thought it was bad '/q
luck to have women on ,‘/
their ships so there were
very few women pirates.

Some women did become
pirates but they usually
disquised themselves as




[image: image7.png]People became tired of
pirates stealing so much
from ships. Countries
sent heavily armoured

ships to defeat and

capture the pirates.

Those who were captured
ere executed.
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Food on a pirate ship was

usually dreadful! They oA
ate pickled meat and dry _ )5\%

landed on an island they
would hunt animals for
fresh meat and would

biscuits. When they \




[image: image9.png]When they were not
robbing people pirates
had to keep their boat_
clean and ship-shape! ~

They might need to fix
the rigging, swab the
deck or keep lookout for ~
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Pirates did kill people %

to steal their treasure \.:
but only i they had to. {7/ @
Most of the time people @, 77 -«(

would surrender to the
pirates rather than try 2
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LIRS

o




[image: image11.png]: Did pirates people
walk the plank?
Yes they did! It didn't
happen very often
though. Usually pirates
would just throw a

person overboard if they &
wanted to get rid of
them.

S




[image: image12.png]== *VDid pirates have hooks ms
and peg legs‘-’
Pirates might lose an arm
or a leg in a fight. They
would use things they could

find easily to make \ 5

replacements. Hooks and
wooden legs could be made&
easily and were useful.
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People think it would be
very unlikely for a pirate
to have any sort of pet
onboard. They would

make a mess and would
probably be eaten during
hard times at sea!
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The Jolly Roger is the
name given to a pirate
flag. The most famous
type is the skull and

crossbones. The flags
were supposed to scare
the pirate's victims into
. surrendering.




[image: image15.png]=*7Did all plrates have ;@
the same flag?®

Pirate captains designed
their own flags. They
created many different





