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The Patuxet Wampanoag had
lived in the area known as
Plymouth before the Pilgrims
arrived. They worked the fields
and grew crops. Between 1616
and 1619 the tribe had been
practically wiped out by
smallpox, brought to the New
World by European settlers. It
eft their lands empty and

when they arrived a year
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The area, once owned by the
Patuxet tribe had many of the
things the Pilgrims needed in
order to start a colony. Town E
Brook gave them a fresh water 8
supply, the worked fields left §
behind by the Patuxet were
perfect for planting crops, the
harbour was good, no hostile

native people lived close by
20 and the area had a hill

&\ upon which they could §
BHE build a fort
W,




 [image: image4.png]Samoset was a Native from
the Monhegan tribe in Maine.
He could speak English. On
March 16th 1621 he walked
into the Plymouth settlement
saying, “Welcome Englishmen,
my name is Samoset”.
Samoset returned to the
settlement on March 22nd
with Massasoit, who was a

Wampanoag sachem
(leaden).
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Governor Bradford and
Massasoit signed a peace
treaty. Squanto, who was the
only surviving member of the
Patuxet tribe, also came to
witness the signing. Squanto

began living at the Plymouth
Plantation; he helped the
colonists plant corn, gather
_food, find their way in the
B wilderness and helped
L them understand the
; native people.
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In October 1621 the Pilgrims

decided to hold a three day
celebration, giving thanks for
their first harvest. They had
games, singing and plenty of
food. Massasoit and 90 other &8

Wampanoag came to join in
with the celebrations and they jesss
brought most of the food.
Eventually that first

=0 celebration became the
holiday known as
-&\"? ME Thanksgiving.

\\
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Thanks to the help given by
the Wampanoag the Pilgrims
had access to quite a range
of food. Some of the items
they might have eaten
include fish, clams, lobster,
goose, wild turkey, swan,
venison, corn meal, dried
berries, peas, squash, nuts,
beer wine, maple syrup,
honeg, butter cheese,
J\:‘é s chicken and eggs.
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 [image: image8.png]Young boys (under 8) and
girls wore cotton or linen
dresses which reached down
to the ground. The bodice
was laced up at the back; it

Clethes jor Chilcren

had long sleeves and a high
neckline. At around age 8
boys would wear clothes
similar to their fathers and
w girls would wear dresses
= similar to their
mothers.
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Women wore long dresses
with petticoats and a shirt
underneath. Sleeves were
long and sometimes tied on
to the dress. The bodice

was buttoned down the
front. Women always wore
aprons when working and
had their hair pulled back
wand covered with a
=== bonnet.
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Men wore short sleeved
shirts with long sleeved
vests. Most men wore
lace collars and cuffs.
Breeches were worn

heeled shoes. They did
not wear buckles.
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Following that first
Thanksgiving the Pilgrims
continued to work hard to
build a life for themselves.
Poor farming years and new g

colonists arriving from

England meant the Pilgrims

would often be short on

food. They had to trade
@ with the Natives and

== ration their food.
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In 1623 each colonist - |
was assigned an acre of e dadoda b s

land, the land didn’t =

belong to them but they |

could farm it. The

houses and livestock

were shared out

between the colonists in Ewd} !

1627 and in 1628 each & @

@, family was given its

20— own land.
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The Pilgrims remained in P

Plymouth and by 1630 over

300 people lived in the

Plymouth Colony. In the

years that followed more

people travelled to the New [#

World including thousands |

of Puritans. The Plymouth w‘

Colony ended its history as a {4
. separate colony in 1691

when it became part

of the Province of
Massachusetts Bay.
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