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A pond can be described as
being a small body of water
which is shallow enough for
sunlight to reach the bottom
allowing the growth of rooted

plants at its deepest point. They
form an environment for all sorts |
of small creatures to develop,
including insects, molluscs,

worms, fish, amphibians and
crustaceans.




[image: image3.png]throughout the country in ponds,
canals, rivers and lakes which have \A_
lots of water plants. It is named :
‘Boatman’ because its long hind
legs are shaped like oars and when

o] The Water Boatman can be found \/

it swims on its back it just looks like ‘
a tiny rowing boat. It is about two
centimetres long and can be light
brown or green. The Water

Boatman often flies to different

water places where it eats tadpoles,
fish, water fleas and mites.
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b Frogs are amphibians, this means th

|their eggs in water in clusters called frogspawn These eggs
| hatch into tadpoles which grow into frogs Frogs have
j{ webbed feet which help FFEm

them to swim. They ¢

I normally eat insects,

i grasshoppers and
worms; their long

il tongue is sticky so they
can use it to catch their
prey by flicking it and
sticking it to their prey.
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a A Water Flea has its name because it jumps around ina |
hopping motion like a flea. A shell covers most of its body :

and is hinged on one side. The other
side is open to allow the Water
[)| Flea’s legs to move through the

water to collect food and to swim.

] Some of these tiny animals are

[ transparent, however others are

| different shades of brown. They are
normally between 0.2 and 3mm in
length. These tiny animals normally
feed on bacteria and algae around
the pond.




[image: image6.png]Great Pond Smﬂ.ﬂ.

| The Great Pond Snail is the

largest water snail in England. It
has a large cone-shaped shell on
its back which can be brown,
{yellow-brown or grey in colour.
The shell can be as long as seven

®lcentimetres. Its head is large with

Iltwo tentacles. It has a large slimy

|muscular foot that helps the snail
to move along surfaces. It eats
algae and plant matter. It also
eats decaying organic matter and
even other Pond Snails.
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b Leeches are worms with suction cups F8
flat each end of their flattened bodies. =
They are usually dark coloured, most [

|| of the time they are brown or
il sometimes black or dark green.
Some have spots and stripes whist

] some have no markings. The smallest

i leeches grow no more than 5 mm,

i but some big species can grow to be
more than 25 cm long. Leeches use
the sucker on each end of their body |
to suck blood from their prey, this is
how they feed.




[image: image8.png]Mayfly Nymphs have flat bodies
and grow to between 6 and 25mm
in length usually, and they can

have up to 3 tails! It has 6 legs,
with a claw on the end of each and

fthey are usually brown in colour.
i Mayflies are excellent swimmers
and are normally seen darting
i around through the plants in the
pond. They are herbivores like most
smaller animals in the pond, they
feed on algae and other plants.
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ii Newts can be found in many habitats but they prefer
standing water with plenty of weeds, such as lake margins,
onds and ditches, because they can easily breed in these
places. When on land newts tend to eat insects, worms and
4lslugs by firing their
tongues almost like a frog

#lto catch prey. They do not
Juse their tongues to catch
food in water; instead :
they use really small teeth [
to grab onto the prey. In
|water newts eat shrimp,
Jwater lice, water snails
and tadpoles.
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B Cyclops are invertebrates with a hard outer shell. The
Cyclops has 5 pair of legs and a tail which is split in two.
Cyclops’ are very small, about 2-3mm long with one black
or red eye in the middle of its head. \ :
They are usually a green or yellow in

§ colour and go darting through the

b water, normally in very large numbers.

| They have a very important role in the

i food chain as they are prey for a lot
of predators, so they are needed in

florder for other animals in the pond to
survive.




[image: image11.png]b Freshwater Flatworms are small

animals with soft jelly-like bodies

that are flattened and have no

back bones or spinal columns.
The length of these flatworms

4 can vary from three to

| twenty-five millimetres and they

| can be transparent, white, grey,

| green, brown or black. They have

two eye spots which can detect

light and their mouths are on the

underside of their bodies.
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8 The Fairy Shrimp is a freshwater

| crustacean that can be found in
temporary pools that are formed by
rainwater and don't usually hold fish.

[ The Fairy Shrimp is about two

i centimetres long and has a head that
] curves downwards and a tail that

curves upwards. It has eleven pairs of

Fairy Shrimp also has two black eyes
i on stalks and two pairs of antennae.
It doesn’t have a shell that covers its
body like other shrimps have.
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" Water Scorpions can be found
|throughout the country in ponds,
lakes, shallow slow-flowing water and
even in stagnant water.
It has a long tail which the Water
Scorpion sticks out of the water when
it wants to breathe. Even though
| Water Scorpions live in water, they
don’t really like swimming. They just
like clinging onto water plants for
most of the time. They eat tadpoles,
water worms, water fleas, lice and
also insect larvae.
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il The great diving beetle is a large aq®®ic diving beetle. The
larvae can grow up to 60 millimetres in length, while the _‘
adults are generally around 30mm. They are dark-coloured |;
(brown to black) on their back and wing cases and yellow |
on their abdomen and legs. This beetle hunts a wide variety |

of prey including small
el fish. They are able fliers,
i and fly usually at night.
1| Before they dive, they
collect air bubbles in their
| wing cases which goes
through the spiracles.
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i Whirligig beetles are beneficial bugs because the adults eat
‘|other dead or dying insects that get trapped on the surface |
of a lake or pond. They are scavengers that keep the surface |
\of water ways clean. Whirligig beetles like to swim in large |
Y groups on the surfaces of water

fswamps, bogs, lakes, streams
and rivers. They get the name
i Whirligigs” from their ability
{|to swim very quickly and whirl
around on the surface of the
water.





