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The Ch'in Dynasty was a time in
Ancient China that lasted from
221-207BC. In ancient China a
dynasty was named after the

Emperor, most Chinese dynasties
lasted for hundreds of years but
the Ch'in dynasty came to an end
after only 15 years. Emperor Qin
Shihuangdi had a short rule, but
he brought about a lot of changes.




 [image: image3.png]ot w@g Empero @ﬂm Uﬂlb@
Emperor Qin was the first man to . S—
control all of China.

He was a harsh man; he believed
that people were bad and that

they had to be controlled every
minute of the day. It was illegal
to complain about the Emperor
and his government. If anyone
complained they could be killed




 [image: image4.png]into 36 provinces, and each
province was divided into
districts. Each province was

ruled by two government &
officials. Workers were paid |
and well trained. They
reported to supervisors who
checked that the workers

were doing as they should.
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Qin put into place a system
where everyone had to spy on
everyone else. People had to
spy on their neighbours and

the people they worked with.

If they turned in a lawbreaker |
they were rewarded. If they
didn’t turn them in they were &8
executed. It was a very simple §
system but it worked well.




 [image: image6.png]Qin’s @[?@@, W@[L[L
Qin was eager to build a wall to
defend China from its enemies.

He sent peasants, captured
enemies, criminals, scholars and

anyone else who offended him to
work on building his great wall.

It was slave labour as no workers
were paid for building the wall.
About 3000 people worked on the
wall during the Ch’in dynasty.




 [image: image7.png]Peasants were assigned
a job to do. They

would either become a
farmer or a silk maker.

If they tried to do any
other jobs, or did not
work hard or well
enough they would be
sent to work on the
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Emperor Qin was
worried that the nobles
would rise up against
him, so he decided to

take their land away
from them. If any of
them complained they
would be buried alive or
sent to work on the

wall.
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Qin introduced a
system of weights,
measures, money,
written language

and laws. No one
argued with him
because they knew
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Qin introduced censorship; he I
persecuted scholars and burned|
thousands of books. He didn’t £
think that common people %

should be educated because
that took time which could be
better used growing food. He
especially disliked the teachings
of Confucius; he had all of
Confucius’ books burned.
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Although Qin’s rule was harsh
his work did benefit the country.

He built roads, canals and
bridges and ensured there was

enough food for everyone.
Although many people died, the
Great Wall did offer good
protection against China’s

No one rebelled
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T Enel off the Qin Dynasty

Qin’s son and some royal
advisors tried to take over
after his Qin’s death, but
people all over the
countryside revolted against
the Qin government. A
peasant led the revolt, that
peasant became the new
emperor, Emperor Han
Gaozu.




 [image: image13.png]people to begin working on a great
army of soldiers. No two soldiers
were to be alike. When Qin died

he was buried with his army,
including over 8000 soldiers,
chariots, horses, musicians and
officials. Qin's army was
discovered in 1974, and became
known as the Terracotta Army.





