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Queen Victoria is one of the
most famous queens in
history. She ruled over a
large empire, as well as
Britain.

An entire period of history is
named after her — The




[image: image3.png]Victoria was born on 24th May
1819 at Kensington Palace.
Her father was Edward, son of
King George III. Victoria’s
mother was German. She was

Princess Maria Louisa
Victoria of Saxe-Coburg.
Victoria’s full name was
Alexandrina Victoria. Her
mother called her ‘Drina’.




[image: image4.png]Victoria’s father died when she
was a baby, on 23rd January
1820. A few days later King
George IIl died. Victoria’'s
uncle became King George IV.

Neither King George nor his
brother, King William IV, had
any children. This meant that
Victoria would be Queen one
day.
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[image: image5.png]Growing and Learning

Victoria grew up in a palace but her uncles, King
George and King William did not often visit. She
didn’t go to school - a German governess taught her
German, English, S

maths, music, drawing

and other subjects. :
She had no friends of §
her own age so was
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Long Live tho Queen

In June 1837, King
William IV died. 18 year
old Victoria was now
Queen. She was crowned
on 28th June 1838 in

Westminster Abbey. The
coronation lasted 5
hours, and everyone
found it very tiring.
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Victoria first met Albert, her
cousin, on her 17th birthday.
In October 1839 Albert
visited again. This time
Victoria asked him to marry

her. They were married in
February 1840. Victoria and
Albert worked together
every day. They had desks
next to each other.




[image: image8.png]The Royal Family

In 1841 Victoria had her first child, Princess Victoria.
A year later she had a son, Prince Albert Edward.

He was known as ‘Bertie’. The Queen had nine
children, four sons and fividgughters.
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[image: image9.png]During Victorian times
Christmas became much
more fun. Albert brought
the tradition of Christmas

trees, with candles to

Britain. Soon lots of families [§
in Britain had Christmas

trees. The first Christmas '
cards were sent outin 1843. §

'YrYrrrey
RFF P ST




[image: image10.png]The royal family had a home
on the Isle of Wight, called
Osborne House. It was by
the seaside and Victoria had
her first dip in the sea there.

From 1848 the royal family
had a home at Balmoral
Castle in Scotland. Albert

wore a kilt, went fishing, and
hunted deer.
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[image: image11.png]Victoria the Empress

Victoria was Queen of the biggest empire in history.
The British Empire included Australia, New Zealand,
Canada, South Africa and India. Some Caribbean

islands, including Jamaica e onTS [YOMINIONS
and Barbados, were in the @JE@ - D—-ar~ Sy

British Empire too. In 1877
she became ‘Empress of
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Britain’s lLaws were made by
Parliament. Every prime
minister came to see the Queen,
to tell her what the government
was doing. Victoria didn’t

always like her prime ministers.
In a letter she called Palmerston
a ‘dreadful old man’. She said
that Gladstone spoke to her ‘as if
she were a public meeting’!
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[image: image13.png]Prince [F‘L”s‘ Dies

Albert was never king -
his title was Prince

Consort. Though
Victoria loved him, he
was hever very popular

in Britain. Albert was
often unwell and in 1861
he became very ill. He
died in December 1861,
aged 42,




[image: image14.png]Following Albert’s death
Victoria refused to go out or
see people. Usually people

would wear black clothes as a
sign of mourning, for a short
time. Queen Victoria wore
black for the rest of her life.
She kept Albert’'s room and
clothes the same as he left
them before he died.




[image: image15.png]Celebrating the Queen

In 1887 the Queen celebrated i
her Golden Jubilee. She had g
been Queen for 50 years. Sh
rode in a carriage through
London. People waved flags

and cheered. In 1897 she
celebrated 60 years as
Queen. For her Diamond
Jubilee there were more
parades and parties.
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Queen Victoria died on 22nd
January 1901. For her funeral
she asked for cheerful flowers,
and not too much black. She was
buried beside Prince Albert at

Frogmore, near Windsor. Her son \' 4l
became King Edward VII. Her =
great great granddaughter is

Queen Elizabeth II.
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