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If not, you've
probably heard of |
rainforests.

Sometimes people
call them ' jungles'.
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In r‘amfor‘esfs you can find
colourful birds calling,

monkeys leaping through
trees, giant flowers -
there are more kinds of
plants and animals in
rainforests than anywhere
else on earth.
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Most rainforests are

tropical rainforests. They
are in the tropics, near the

equator, where it is warm
all year round.

From the air a rainforest
looks like a green ocean. It
stays green all year.
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Rainforests get from six
feet to more than thirty
feet of rain a year. It
rains most days, often very

hard. Inches of rain can
fall in just a few hours.
The plants in rainforests
soak up much of the water
that falls but some water
is carried away by rivers.
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The Amazon river flows
through the biggest
rainforest in the world. It
carries one-sixth of the

earth's water that flows

into oceans. o
Along the river the Amazon g
rainforest is home to an e
incredible number of 3
mammals, birds and insects. ;5¢
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Scientists divide the
rainforest into strata or |Emeraent
layers. L
Starting from the top the

layers are:
Emergent
Canopy
Understorey
Forest Floor
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This is made
up of giant trees that are
much higher than the average
canopy height. It houses many
birds and insects.

The upper parts of
the trees. This leafy
environment is full of life ina
tropical rainforest and
includes: insects, birds,
reptiles, mammals, and more.
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Understorey: A dark, cool

environment under the
leaves but over the
ground.

Forest Floor: Teeming
with animal life, especially
insects. The largest
animals in the rainforest

generally live here.
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Every day thousands
of acres of rainforest
are being cleared for
raising cattle or for

farming. Other land
is cleared of trees
for making lumber or
to build roads, mines
and dams.
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Of the 30 million or so kinds of

plants and animals that scientists
believe live on earth, more than
half live in rainforests. Most of

them have not even been
discovered yet. If we destroy the
rainforests we are destroying
plants and animals we don't even
know about.
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Some diseases have been cured

with medicines made from

rainforest plants. About one m\;-; <
quarter of all the medicines we (24 =

use come from rainforest
plants. If we destroy the
rainforests we might also be
destroying plants which could
cure diseases like cancer.
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Rainforests also produce clean

water and breathe oxygen

back into the air.

Cutting down rainforests will
reduce the amount of rain the & 3
earth receives. The land can
become dry and barren. -
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Trees can be grown on land that
has already been cleared. Fruits,
nuts and plants for medicines can §
be gathered without hurting the
rainforest.

When an old rainforest is

destroyed, it may never recover.
Rainforests have taken millions of

years to become what they are.





