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 [image: image2.png]Robert (or Rabbie) Burns
was a poet and a writer.
He is often thought of as

Scotland. He is the most
well known poet to write in
| the Scots language.
However, many of his
poems were written in

4 English or in a Scottish

ived outside Scotland
could also understand.
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 [image: image3.png]Rober“r Burns was bor'n in

Alloway, Ayrshire, on January
* ] 25th 1759. He was the eldest

§ of 7 children. His parents
were tenant farmers.
Although his family was poor,

Robert's father, William
(1 Burnes, made sure that his son
was well educated, and was
given the opportunity to read
lots of books. His mother,
Agnes, introduced Robert to
folk songs.
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 [image: image4.png]Rober“r went to ‘rhe local school,
in Alloway, for most of his early
education. Later he was tutored
at home by his father. He was
an excellent English scholar. He

also studied Maths, History of
the Bible, Geography, Natural
History and Astronomy. When
he was 12 he went to Dalrymple
Parish School. At 17 he was
sent to school at Kirkoswald, to
study surveying.
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Robert's family had to work
hard to make ends meet. By
{ the time he was 16 Robert .
was the principal labourer on £ - &
his father's farm. The heavy N

work and poor quality food

had an effect on Robert's
 health, but he never lost the

love of learning. He liked to

read poems by fellow

Scotsmen Allan Ramsey and

Robert Fergusson.




 [image: image6.png]Robert's father died in 1784 Rober“r began to worry
abou‘r his fu‘rur‘e in farming. He planned to emigrate to

POETICAL WORKS.OF

he had written. "Poems, : Sl

Chiefly in the Scottish x|

shillings (15p) and
8 became known as the

Kilmarnock Edition".
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The collection received so
i much praise that Robert
§ gave up the idea of
emigration, instead he went
to Edinburgh, to publish a

second edition of his works.
In 1788 Robert married

to Ellisland Farm near
o Dumfries. Robert had 9

couk




 [image: image8.png]' Robert Burns died in Dumfries on
21st July, 1796 at the age of 37.
Robert had been ill with a heart

ondition for a while. He worked
hard throughout his life,
particularly in the last 8 years,

when he worked as both a farmer
nd an Excise Officer. He often
travelled 200 miles a week, in all
M weathers, on horseback. At the
ame time he was writing,
Itering and compiling almost 400
songs.
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 [image: image9.png]in Saint Michaels
Churchyard in 1796.

attended his funeral. In
1815 his remains were
I moved to a vault

mausoleum, that was
4 built in his memory.
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 [image: image10.png]On the fifth anniversary of
his death, in 1801, the first
Burns Supper was held to
qremember his life and his

works. Over the next few
years Burns Clubs began

{ springing up around
Scotland. Eventually the
Burns Supper became a
regular event, celebrated

very January 25th, on the
nniversary of his birth.
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Burns composed hundreds of songs, EE, ¥
poems and letters over a 22 year fleeket,
period of his life. Some were revebererreery, COWran,
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 [image: image12.png]Burns is considered to be one

of the world’s greatest poets.

{He is also seen as a National
Symbol of Scotland. He was a
man who struggled with
poverty and bad health
throughout his life but he

{ succeeded in writing poems
which bring joy, hope,
inspiration and laughter to
millions of people around the
world.





