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[image: image2.png]is programmed to perform
specific tasks. Often, when
we think about robots, we
imagine them to have ‘minds
of their own due to the way | \;
they move and can solve
problems without human
help. There are many
dtﬁerent types of robot
& from toys and factory
‘i’l robots to lifesaving and
‘ ,space exploration

” robots.

(O__2




[image: image3.png]» WHRT MAES R ROBOY A ROBOTP-;

Our world is filled with
machines that do tasks yet we
don’t consider all of them to be
robots. For a machine to be
called a robot it usually does
some of the following things:

Move around

Have a mechanical limb

Sense and manipulate their &
environment
Show intelligent behaviour
Mimic humans or other
animals
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People have tried to create
automatic machines for at least
2000 years. In 1206 a robot band
was invented by Al-Jazari. Da ;
Vinci created plans for a humanoid
robot around 1495. Mechanical
devices were built in Japan during
the 19th century that could serve
tea, fire arrows and paint. The
first electronic robots were created
& by William Grey at Bristol,
483 England, in 1948 and 1949,
&
.,Orey’s robots were named

’ Elmer and Elsie.
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The first modern autonomous robot
was invented in 1961. It was
called the Unimate and worked at
the General Motors plant in New
Jersey, USA. Its job was to
transport hot die castings from an @8
assembly line. It then welded these %3
parts onto car bodies, a dangerous
job for humans to perform because §
of the poisonous fumes and the

% possibility of losing a limb or

g : other serious injury. In 2003
L ¥ the Unimate was inducted

&into the Robot Hall of Fame.




[image: image6.png]Robots perform in many
factories around the world.
The can perform tasks
previously done by humans
much more cheaply and with
greater accuracy and

dependability. Robots are also ]
employed to perform tasks that f#
would be dangerous, dirty or

dull for humans.
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The Robot Hall of Fame was
created in 2003 by the School of
Computer Science at a University
in Pennsylvania, USA. It honours
advances in robotics and also
fictional robots. Some robots

which have been inducted include
R2-D2 and C3PO, HAL 9000 from
2001: A Space Odyssey, AIBO —
Sony’s cyber dog, Commander
«Data from Star Trek, T-800
l.‘_.\~ Terminator, Roomba and 3
Mars Rovers (SOJourner
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Long before the first real robot s s v ‘
was invented, robots have been a l I lo \
I,Robot A

|
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appearing in books. Robot like
creatures were first mentioned in | |
Homer's the Iliad. Isaac Asimov is | :'
one of the most well known |
authors of stories about robots
and is believed to have been the
first person to use the word
robotics. Robots also feature in

2 childrens stories, one of the

-t most famous being found in

" Ted Hughes’ book ‘The Iron
fon’.




[image: image9.png]Robots have been appearing in
Movies for over 80 years. The

first movie robot was named '
Maria, she appeared in the 1927 p
film, Metropolts Since then

robots have been given starring

roles. Just a few of the many
famous movie robots are WALL-E,
Marvin from Hitchhikers Guide to
the Galaxy, Optimus

& Prime from Transformers,

: 'Sormeg from I-Robot,
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Robots, other than toys, are

only now beginning to appear & ; , 2
in our homes. The Roomba, a gi& s )

robot vacuum machine, is one

of the first to become popular.

In the future we are likely to
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see more home robots that
may do tasks including
watering plants, detecting
hazards such as fire, smoke or
s carbon monoxide,
morutormg our homes
L "while we are away and
(/d other simple tasks.
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Robots have played a large

part in the exploration of
dangerous or distant places.

The two Mars Rovers, Spirit

and Opportunity, are currently’
roaming across the surface of

Mars, taking samples and
photographs and reporting to
NASA back here on Earth.
Robots are also
s used to explore active
‘ volcanoes and deep
"‘Q beneath the oceans.
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[image: image12.png]impact on our lives in the
future. In Japan, the world’s |
leader in the field of robotics,
there are already robots
working alongside humans

and not just in factories. You &
can find robots making sushi,
serving tea and even robot
receptionists. Millions of
_pounds are given to futher
‘~ the development of robots





