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 [image: image2.png]St David, or Dewi
Sant as he is
known in the Welsh
language, is the
patron saint of

Wales. Saint
David’s day is
celebrated by
.| Welsh people
| around the world
on March 1st.




 [image: image3.png]Although we know a lot
of facts about Saint
David no one is really

| sure when he was born.
Most people agree that it

was sometime between
462 and 512. His
mother was Saint Non;

| she gave birth to him on
a cliff top, during a
violent storm.




 [image: image4.png]David came from an

aristocratic family and
| as a boy he was sent to §
school.

He was taught to read
and write by Saint
Paulinus of Wales and
| proved himself to be a
| very good student.




 [image: image5.png]Saint David was a wonderful
teacher and preacher. He 3¢ |
travelled around Wales, 3

| founding many monasteries
and churches. People loved

to come and listen to him.

Soon he became a bishop,

and, following a pilgrimage
1to Jerusalem, he was made
| Archbishop of Wales.




 [image: image6.png]Saint Dawd belteved that
monks should be humble
and work hard. His rules : J 4
said that monks should 0 - VA
pull the plough f N les
themselves, drink only
water and eat only bread
with salt and herbs. They

o | should spend their
evenings praying, reading
and writing.
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 [image: image7.png]One of th most well know
miracles happened one day
when he was preaching in the
r|middle of a large crowd at the
4| Synod of Brefi. People at the

back complained that they
could not see or hear him.
Suddenly the ground on which
| he stood rose up to form a

| small hill, everyone now had a
|good view.




 [image: image8.png]People say that Saint David lived
for over 100 years. He died on
Tuesday 1st March, around 590AD. -
|His last words to his followers were
in a sermon on the previous

Sunday; 'Do the little things that
you have seen me do and heard
about. I will walk the path that our &
|fathers have trod before us.’ ‘Do the g8
| little things in life’ is a well known
phrase in Welsh.
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| David had founded a
monestary where Saint
David's Cathedral
| stands today. He was
buried in the grounds

of his monestary in
Pembrokeshire.

His shrine was a

| popular place of
pilgrimage throughout
|the Middle Ages.




 [image: image10.png]Saint David’s Cathedral
stands on the spot where he
built his first church. In
[ 1123, Pope Calixtus II made
Saint David’s a centre of

pilgrimage for the Western
World, the Pope decreeing
“Two pilgrimages to St
|David's are equal to one to
Rome, and three pilgrimages
to one to Jerusalem!”.




 [image: image11.png]celebrated on March 1st, to & |
remember the day the !

| patron saint died. Welsh
people around the world

celebrate with parades,
concerts and food festivals.
Welsh children may dress in
[ traditional clothing and
many people wear daffodils §
or leeks — symbols of Wales. B =&
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Dafjfeclils Lecks|{
7| These two plants are

symbols of Wales. The leek

is Saint David’s personal

symbol, while the daffodil is

in season during March.

The two plants have similar
names in Welsh, Cenhinen
(leek) and Cenhinen Pedr

» | (daffodil, literally "Peter’s

| leek™).




 [image: image13.png]Salint @‘75 gggmbol.
The Leek is Saint David’s

symbol. It is said that,
before a battle with the

gy | Saxons, Saint David told the

Welsh soldiers to wear leeks

in their hats, so that they
could easily see who was
friend and who their enemy
|was. The Welsh won the

| battle and the leek became
the symbol of Saint David.





