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Recl Squirrel

Red squirrels live in both conifer and
broadleaved woodland and can be
ound at altitudes up to 2km. They
have four fingers and five toes and
can be right or left-handed when
eating they can also swim. Reds
coats moult twice a year, once after
winter and then in the late summer
before the weather changes, they
also moult their ear tufts once a
year, in late autumn.
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The Scottish wildcat is one of
the most impressive predators in
the world; intelligent, fearless,
resourceful, patient, agile and
powerful and they Britain's only
remaining large wild predator.
The Scottish wildcat shows the
independent, mysterious and
wild spirit of the Highlands like

no other creature.
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Golclen Eagle

The golden eagle is the UK’s second
largest bird of prey and has a wing
span of around 2 metres. Males
weigh-in at about 3.5kg but females
are heavier at about 5kg. Adult
golden eagles are predominantly
dark brown with paler feathers
around the back of the head giving
the species its name. The latest
national survey was in 2003 and it
recorded 442 pairs.
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A Peregrine Falcon can dive up to
200 miles an hour to capture prey
in flight, striking in midair with its
outstretched talons, or claws and
usually hunt with either a swift
chase or a fast dive. Starlings,
pigeons, and doves are among
their favorite meals. In the wild, a
peregrine falcon can live up to 17
years and live on every continent
except Antarctica.
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lghlancl Cow

Double-coated, Highland cattle
withstand very cold temperatures and
do not need additional feed until
temperatures reach -18 degrees. They

shed in warmer climates in order to

adapt. Their long horns enable the

breed to protect itself against

predators. They do not need to be

housed in a barn and can forage on :
sparse feed, they are intelligent and can E5
produce calves up to the age of 19. %
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Otters are aquatic mammals they |
generally live along rivers, but they're &
also found near streams and lakes.
Otters prefer water bordered by

woods and marshes. They can stay
underwater for up to four minutes,
after which they must surface to
breathe. As they dive, they close their
ears and nostrils to keep water out
and hunt underwater, skillfully

chasing fish, their main food.
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Seals are perfectly adapted for the

sea where they spend most of their

time. Seals are excellant swimmers

and have advanced flippers for :
deep and long diving and long w
distance swimming. When it comes S8
to walking on land the seals are

rather clumsy and tend to

communicate by beating water and g
grunting instead of producing

traditional sounds
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[image: image9.png]Scottish Red Deer are the
undisputed Monarch of the Glen
the largest of all Britain’s land
mammals and are about the

same size as a medium sized
pony. Stags antlers are
multi-branched and they shed
and re-grow them in summer
before the rut, females do not
have antlers.
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Salmon live along the coasts

of both the North Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans and are born in &
fresh water, migrate to the
ocean, then return to fresh
water to reproduce. Folklore

has it that salmon return to

the exact spot where they

were born to spawn studies
have shown this to be true.
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Male grouse have shiny black
plumage over most of the body.
Female grouse are called
‘greyhens’ and have a mix of
grey, brown and tawny
feathers. Black grouse use
communal display areas, called
‘leks’, males gather at leks in
spring and summer to attract
the attention of females.
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