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[image: image2.png]Jellyfish have lived in the oceans for |8
millions of years. They are found in
cold and warm ocean water, in deep

|| water, and along coastlines. Jellyfish
have tiny stinging cells in their
tentacles to stun or paralyze their
prey before they eat them. They eat
fish, shrimp, crabs, tiny plants, and
will even eat other species of
jellyfish. Inside their bell-shaped
body is an opening that is its ‘;
mouth. As jellyfish squirt water from il
their mouths they move forward.




[image: image3.png]\Q‘ Octopuses are famous for their

|l round bodies, bulging eyes, and

eight arms. They are found in all
.

the world’s oceans but most live

in in warm, tropical waters.

Crabs, shrimps, and lobsters are
their favourite foods, though

some can attack larger prey, like
sharks. The octopus swims
backward by blasting water
through a tube on the body called §
a siphon. Octopuses also crawl
along the ocean’s floor.
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Seahorses are tiny fishes that are
named for the shape of their head.
They are found in the world’s
tropical and temperate coastal
waters. Seahorses use their back fins
to move slowly forward. To move up
and down they adjust the volume of
air in their swim bladders, which is
an air pocket inside their bodies. A
female seahorse lays her eggs in a
pouch on the male seahorse’s
abdomen. It resembles a kangaroo’s
pouch for carrying young.
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There are seven species of sea
turtle. Some sea turtles have
powerful jaws, which they use for
crushing prey like conchs, horseshoe

crabs, and other animals with hard
shells. Others eat softer foods like
jellyfish, fish, seaweed, and brown
algae called sargassum. Turtles are |
threatened by many things,

including predators, pollution,
human development in the turtles’
nesting areas, and fishing nets.




[image: image6.png]Almost all sharks are meat eaters.
They live on a diet of fish and sea
§| mammals (like dolphins and seals)
and even such prey as turtles and
seagulls. Sharks even eat other

sharks. Not all sharks are fierce

carnivores. The basking shark, the [

whale shark and the megamouth
shark all eat plankton, to do this,
they swim forward with their
mouths wide open. "Gill rakers” at
the back of their throat strain the
tiny food from the water.




[image: image7.png]The blue whale is the largest
animal known to have ever

J| lived on Earth and is the
largest mammal in the world. It
grows to be about 29 m long.

The smallest whale is the dwarf
sperm whale which as an adult
is only 2.6 m long. There are
two main types of whales;
Toothed whales use peg-like
teeth to catch fish and marine
mammals. Baleen whales sieve
tiny animals from the water.




[image: image8.png]\Q‘ Eels are snakelike fish with long §
|| bodies, strong jaws and sharp
teeth. Many eels have slimy
bodies rather than scales. They ™
feed at night on fish, crabs, i

lobsters, octopuses, and small
aquatic mammals and birds.
There are about 700 kinds of
eels, and most spend all their
lives in the ocean. However,
females of some species migrate
to freshwater before returning
to salt water to lay their eggs.
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Crabs are crustaceans which
have a very short tail and they
have flattened bodies, two

feeler antennae, and two eyes
located on the end of stalks.
Crabs have 10 legs, the fist =

.,‘; %.«f

Cmonoeceres opilio

pair are known as claws, and ~ / pereca

Hyas coarctatus

they walk sideways. Crabs eat

both plants and animals, some

feed on algae, others feed on

molluscs, worms, crustaceans,

fungi, bacteria, and organic N\ ol

non-living material. Crabs -
breathe underwater using gills. TR coriaue
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\Q‘ Shrimp are marine crustaceans
T flthat are found on the bottom of

oceans all around the world.
There are more than 2,000
different species of shrimp
worldwide, all of which are
invertebrates which means that
shrimp do not have a backbone.
Instead, shrimp have a hard shell.
Shrimps eat a variety of both plantf
and animals. They mainly feed on
algae and other plant particles
along with tiny fish and plankton.




[image: image11.png]The squid is one of the largest,
fastest and most intelligent of all
invertebrates. Squid have eight
arms and two long tentacles that
they use to catch prey. It can also
change colour to camouflage itself.
Most squid are usually less than
1m long; the giant squid however
may reach a length of over 12ml
Smaller squid eat shrimp,fish and
other shellfish. The giant squid will
eat almost anything, including
small sharks and whales.




[image: image12.png]Corals are the exoskeleton of
sea animals called polyps.
When coral polyps die they
leave behind a hard, stony
structure that over time build
up to form a coral reef. Coral
polyps use their arm-like
tentacles to catch food and
feed their small mouth located
in their centre. Corals come in
many shapes; they can be
shaped like domes, organ pipes
and trees.
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The bottom-dwelling giant clam is
the largest mollusc on Earth, capable §§
of reaching 1.2m in length and '
weighing more than 227 kg. They

live in the warm waters of the South
Pacific and Indian Oceans. Giant
clams consume the sugars and
proteins produced by the billions of
algae that live in their tissues. In
exchange, they offer the algae a

safe home and access to sunlight for
photosynthesis. They also draw in
water to filter and eat plankton.
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Sea stars are more commonly known
as starfish, but they aren't really fish!
Sea stars do not have backbones,
which makes them part of a group
called invertebrates. There are more
than 1,600 types of sea stars living in
all the world’s oceans. Sea stars can
be found in tidal pools, rocky shores,
sea grass, kelp beds, and coral reefs.
Most sea stars have spiny skin and  §
five arms, although some can grow asf
many as 50 arms. Favourite foods
include clams, oysters, and snails.




[image: image15.png]Dolphins may look like fish but they
are mammals. They breathe air, just
like you do. The largest dolphins are
Yl orcas, also called killer whales. There
are more than 30 species of dolphin.

Most live in oceans across the world, je

but there are also six species of river §
dolphins. The dolphin is usually a
social animal, sometimes living in
pods of several hundred. Dolphins
produce clicking sounds and then
receive and interprete the returning 4
echoes especially when hunting food. . &




[image: image16.png]|l spend most of their time attached j
to rocks on the sea bottom or on 4 '
4 coral reefs waiting for fish to pass ‘

\Q‘ Anemones are stinging polyps that \ v &

close enough to get caught by their®
venom-filled tentacles. The helpless 7.
prey is then guided into the mouth g
by the tentacles. Sea anemones il
range from a few centimetres to

over a metre in diameter. Small

species feed on plankton, but larger
species can catch prey as big as

fish and crustaceans.





