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What Are Settlers?
Settlers are people who leave :
one country and come to live

in another country.
Some of the earliest settlers in

Britain were the Romans,
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.
They came to Britain to steal
from the people who lived
there but liked it so much that
they decided to stay.
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What Did Early Settlers Look For?
When the early settlers came to

Britain they had to look for : y
places to stay and build their 7

new homes. They needed “

things like water, building

materials, land for farming and l\ N )

protection from other invaders. [JEPASSAS
All of these things helped them Mﬂl"@m D
to decide on the best places to =

build their villages.
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Finding Water

One of the most important
resources needed by early
settlers was water. Water
was needed to drink, cook

and wash. Many villages
were built near shallow rivers
or bridges. Larger
settlements grew near the
mouths of rivers where
harbours were built for ships.
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Many of the houses built by
early settlers were made from
natural materials which were [
available. They built their

settlements near sources of
building materials. Wood,
stone and mud were all used
to build houses and create
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As well as water people also
needed food. Hunting and 5

theri d the local i TS
gathering food from the loca i-.isgi

area would not provide =

enough food for a village. m!iﬂ!il"“
Settlers needed land on

which they could raise cattle MMW
and grow crops. They

needed flat, fertile land. \///
————
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[image: image7.png]Protecting The Village

Early settlers were often
worried about being
attacked by invaders or
unfriendly neighbours. They

would look for areas which
allowed them a good view of
their surroundings or with
natural barriers such as
rivers which would help keep
them safe. L
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[image: image8.png]Many Roman Settlements
were originally forts or
developed near them.
Names ending in chester,

cester or caster all come
from the Roman settlements.
Roman place names gave us
the terms Fos (ditch), Port
(harbour or gate) and Street
(paved road).
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were often named after
natural features:

Burn - stream

Croft - small enclosure
Ham - village

Hurst - clearing

Moss - swamp

Stow - holy place
Ton/Tun - house or farm
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Viking Settlements
The Vikings also named
their settlements after

natural features:
- stream

- farm or village
- church

- grove
- stone

- meadow
- homestead




[image: image11.png]Norman Settlements
When the Normans invaded

most settlements were already

established. Some places had

their names changed into

French e.g. ville - field

beau - beautiful

mont - hill.

The Normans also found
many place names were
difficult to pronounce so theg
changed spellings and
pronunaatton E
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[image: image12.png]Have a look at a ba
map of your local :
area. Can you find

any villages with

names which
suggest that they
could have been
established by
Roman, Anglo-Saxon
or Viking settlers




